[msfidle@ MIKEVON ERICH: 1964-1987 


$1.75 / $2.25 Canada 


August 1987 
i i) Tae) 
oe w y 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF ‘ 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED § 


//VICTORY 
SPORTS 
SERIES 


The Superpowers’ | 
Super Victory: 
DUSTY RHODES & } . 
NIKITA KOLOFF . =4% 
WINTHE 7 @& 
CROCKETT CUP! We : 


Le he De 


yt 


After Climbing 
The Highest Mountain... 
WHERE DOES 
HULK HOGAN GO NEXT? 


Ill 


1896947727" "6 


Xe he oe 


-— 


08 Gh = 


Dee yt yt yt yt yt yt yt yt yt yt pt yt yt yt yt ph ot 3 ob rh Db Ee De De De he he De ee Ne be be he he he De Be Be De Dp he he 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... . and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight. . . 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don't think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn't 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


TOGAIN 
WEIGHT , 


It wasnt easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's just a catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 

. and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 
Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Products, Inc. 
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muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 
self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 


to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 
No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 


cal condition — or how old or young you are — the (4 
a 
a 
. as 


“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

,.. afraid of healthy competition. ; 


HOW I CHANGED FROM A i 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
Scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous. physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe... ~_— 
aman who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions, You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
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So sure am I of how fast “Dynamic-Tension” Gifts a 
works that I make this offer to you. Try my course for via 
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HAND BALANCING 


for full information. WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1U 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunishea montny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars .. . Each 
issue's ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... "Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING eubishea sonny 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month, 


THE WRESTLER pubishea month) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘‘Correspondents Reports”’ provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue .. . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 

I Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 “1 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incrediblé savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Sg 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
TV SPORTS L] NEW 
Box 48 1) RENEWAL 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 

Name =. 
Address 
City State Zip 


36 Magazines For Only $42! 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 


SEND LETTERS TO: 


WRESTLEMANIA III 

With WrestleMania III, the WWF 
once again reinforced the fact that it is 
truly the major league of professional 
wrestling. Other promotions may make 
that claim, but they can’t begin to 
back it up the way the WWF does. 

The NWA, AWA, or UWF can 
only dream of putting on a show of 
this magnitude, let alone draw over 
93,000 fans to a card. When you count 
the millions more watching on closed- 
circuit TY or pay-per-view cable, 
there’s no doubt that WrestleMania III 
was the biggest wrestling card ever, 
and it deserved to be. 

The show was a highly charged, ac- 
tion-packed event from start to finish. 
Rick Steamboat won the Intercontinen- 
tal belt and Roddy Piper went out in 
fine fashion by beating that fat ball of 
blubber Adrian Adonis and shaving his 
ugly head. There were a lot of high- 
lights, but what impressed me the most 
by far was Hulk Hogan’s sensational 
victory over Andre the Giant. 

The Hulkster’s incredible strength 
and fierce determination was never 
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Andre the Giant and Hulk Hogan engage in a staredown (left). Brett Hart pulls Davey Boy 
Smith off the mat as Jimmy Hart, Danny Davis, and Jim Neidhart look on (above). Many 
readers are calling WrestleMania Ill the greatest event in wrestling history. 


more evident. To my knowledge, there 
has never been a single wrestler in the 
sport besides Hogan who has slammed 
Andre. That alone is a tremendous dis- 
play of power, but another even more 
remarkable achievement is putting the 
Giant down for the three-count. 

Andre could have easily kept his un- 
defeated record intact had he not faced 
Hogan, because there’s not another 
man in wrestling who could ever hope 
to beat him. However, I think the Gi- 
ant (and “‘The Weasel’’) were intent on 
proving something to the world, and 
Andre suffered his first defeat as a 
result. 

This was definitely the match of the 
century, and Hogan has assured him- 
self a special place in history by defeat- 
ing Andre. He’s the greatest wrestler of 
all time, and WrestleMania III just re- 
affirmed my belief that nobody can 
beat the Hulkster. He'll hold the 
World title until he decides to retire. 
Hogan is a true champion in every 
sense of the word. 

MIKE FACCIANI 
Johnstown, PA 


I have just witnessed WrestleMania 
III on the big screen at the Mid-Hud- 
son Civic Center in Poughkeepsie, New 
York, and I have never been more sat- 
isfied. While the Hogan-Andre bout 
was not the best on the card, it was a 
thriller. My personal favorites were the 
Piper-Adonis bout and the six-man 
contest featuring The Hart Foundation 
and Danny Davis vs. The British Bull- 
dogs and Tito Santana. The former’s 
shocking finale (Brutus Beefcake aiding 
Piper) and the latter’s brutalization of 
Danny Davis (who can forget that pile- 
driver?) were the high points of the 
day for me. And what about Steam- 
boat winning the Intercontinental title? 

To Peter King: no more predictions, 
please. In the May 1987 issue of Jnside 
Wrestling (‘‘Editor’s Notebook’’), he 
said the Silverdome would be less than 
half full. He was wrong. In fact, an 
indoor attendance record was set. And 
by the way, Mr, King, all I saw on this 
day was good, hard wrestling. 

JIM BAKER 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
(Continued on page 48) 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


= a eG 
it 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


Pro 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


PWI T-SHIRT 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PW/ T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ “‘Skyflyer’” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly om your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT’S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE:SPECIAL LOW . 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2ELUXE PACKAGE 
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Send To: s 
[PRICE [QUANTITY | TOTAL| Tv sponrs MINIMA ORDER: 92:00. 

Box 48 
| | PWIT-SHIRT $7.00 ea. beret Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
Se eee Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. | 
|| PurcAP rove |_| | 
| [PurskvrLvER _[s50en. |_| | ‘ie | 
PWIBUMPERSTICKER |$2.00ea.| = we a I 
Ipmaurron [sive |__| | 
| | PWIDELUXE PACKAGE |$19.95ea.| zs Saag a 

Mini rder: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. 
| TOTAL AMOUNT funds oe, Dp net send aise Offer good in US. a pie only. | 
| sHiRr SIZE (JSmall Medium OiLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


EDITOR'S sx 
NOTEBOOK © 


For the first time in 12 years, you will notice that the name "Peter 
King'' does not head this page. It is with mixed feelings that I announce 
that Peter has left Inside Wrestling and its sister publications. > 

While in one respect I am happy that Peter is. taking the opportunity 
to explore different aspects of journalism, I'm also going to miss him 
very much. I have served proudly as Peter's right-hand man during my 
eight years here and have learned much from him. He was the glue that 
held the magazine together and was respected by everybody in this office 
and the wrestling world in general. From a personal standpoint, Peter was 
and will continue to be one of my closest friends. But the time has come 
for him to move on to other things, and all I can do is wish him all the 
luck in the world. He is a good man and deserves the best from life. 

Change is the nature of the sport—and, I suppose, of wrestling 
magazines as well. But no matter what comes our way in life, we must 
SroEe on, Thus, beginning this issue, I have assumed Peter's position as 
editor-in-chief, Craig Peters is the new managing editor, and David 
Rosenbaum is now associate editor and has taken over my column, ''Behind 
The Dressing Room Door.'' I confidently endorse the qualifications of my 
hard-working associates, and I guarantee that we will continue to bring 
you the quality magazines you have come to expect from us. 

So what effect will all of these changes have on Inside Wrestling and 
its sister publications? Probably very little. The basic philosophy of 
the magazines is to provide our readers with the very best in wrestling 
journalism, to '"'rip the lid off pro wrestling.'' 

Without Peter around, that lid may seem a little tighter, but the test 
of a good leader is how those béneath him can carry on in his absence, 


And I'm quite sure that Peter King was a good leader. 
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WRESTLING’S 


Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 
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fie == INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER * 
i, Y do not cover just one federation, they cover 
them all. If you want honest, unbiased cover- jeer 
age of your favorite sport, INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER are the maga- 
zines for you. Our staff of reporters and 
photographers will take you to every part of 
the country, bringing you stories no one else 
would dare print. If you subscribe now, you'll 
insure that you receive the next 12 issues of 
both THE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRES- 


TLING and you'll save $15 off the regular MN » 
zs newsstand price at the same time! z 
INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 


(Published Monthly) = a a (Published Monthly) 
24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 
Sa. a. | 
T.V. SPORTS [] Renewal () New Subscription 
Box 48 


On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 you receive your first magazine 


Please enter my subscription to both The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling. | will receive a total of 24 issues 
(12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $27.00 as payment in full. 
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OW THE SAD truth can be 

known. The 1985 headlines 
trumpeting Mike Von Erich’s tri- 
umphant battle with toxic shock 
syndrome have now been re- 
placed by “Von Erich’s Death Ap- 
pears ‘Peaceful’ and ‘Hun- 
dreds Attend Von Erich Funeral,”’ 
because, in reality, Mike never did 
recover from his illness. 

The overwhelming evidence of 
this tragedy says that Mike Von 
Erich didn’t die of suicide on April 
12 in Lake Lewisville, Texas. Mike 
Von Erich died in a hospital room 
on August 29, 1985, at the Baylor 
University Medical Center. Be- 
cause from that point on, things 
just weren’t the same. 

“Before the toxic shock syn- 
drome, Mike was very loving, very 
calm natured, and very easygo- 
ing. He was very laid back,”’ said 
Gary Holder, a pastor and preach- 
er in Dallas who has known the 
Von Erichs for years and who per- 
formed funeral services for Mike. 
“It just seemed like afterward he 
had a hair trigger temper. Things 
just annoyed him. He just didn’t 
have the patience, didn’t have the 
ability to cope; and yes, I'd 
attribute that to the disease. At 
that time, doctors said that if he 
lived, he’d be a vegetable.” 

Fortunately, Mike was not a 
vegetable following his remarkable 
recovery from the near-fatal dis- 
ease. Dr. William Sutker of the 
Baylor Medical Center said back 
then that Mike nearly died on the 
evening of August 29 when his 
temperature rose to 107 degrees. 
At a press conference the follow- 
ing day, brother Kevin said, “A 
miracle took place last night. Just 
the fact that we have Mike with us 
today is really a miracle.” 

The aftereffects of the illness, 
however, were overwhelming. 

(Continued on page 52) 
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HE CONCRETE WALLS of the 

Baltimore Arena seemed to physi- 
cally vibrate from the sound of cheering 
fans. It was the second night of the Jim 
Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team 
tournament, and the semifinal round 
was in full swing. Dusty Rhodes and 
Nikita Koloff were battling The Mid- 
night Express. The air crackled with the 
electricity of pure excitement. 

Back in the dressing rooms, though, 
where the fans’ cheers remained barely 
audible through several layers of thick 
walls and airy rooms, the faint sound of 
13,000 screaming faithful was obliterated by the frustrated 
howls of three angry men. 

“Dammit! Dammit, dammit, dammit!’’ 

*WHAM!* 

A wrestling boot slammed against a steel locker. 

*POW!* 

A foot kicked a three-inch-deep dent in the same 
locker. 

“This was crap, Paul, utter crap!” 

% Paul Ellering was si- 
lent. There was no way to 
calm his men down, be- 
cause he knew Hawk and 
Animal were right. He 
just had to let them blow 
off steam. Silence was the 
only answer he could pos- 
sibly offer. 

“We were suckered in 
from the start, man,” 
Animal snorted, ‘‘we 
were treated like dogs, 
like trash. Defending 
champions! What a load 
of crap! You heard the 
way the fans were chanting for us after the match, they 
all knew it was bull, but do we get a fair shake? Hell no! 
We got screwed, blued, and tattoed tonight, and there 


ain’t a damn thing we can do about it!” 
*k* 


Hawk erishes Stan Lane 


The result of the Crockett Cup tournament quarterfinal 
match between The Road Warriors and The Midnight 
Express is nearly as legendary as it is complex. 

Following 10 minutes of hard action, Animal was in 
the ring and delivered a flying shoulderblock to Bobby 
Eaton. When Animal went down for the pin, Stan Lane 
ran in the ring to save his partner. Hawk ran in to attack 
Lane, and they wen tumbling out of the ring, carrying 
their battle to the arena floor. 

Meanwhile. Animal dropkicked Eaton, who fell into 
the referee, ius Big Bubba Rogers and Paul Ellering were 
battling outsive the ring. Animal was pinning Eaton inside 
the ring, but the referee—groggy from being hit by Eaton 
as the result of Animal’s dropkick—was not able to make 
the call. 

Cornette came into the ring and was fumbling around 
with his hands, apparently trying to put whatever materi- 
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als together that are necessary to throw 
fire. Ellering escaped from Bubba, saw 

Cornette’s fumbling, realized what he 

was up to, and tripped him. Cornette 
threw the fire just as he lost his footing, 

and the fire flew over Animal’s head. 
While all this was going on, Hawk was 
choking Lane with a chair outside the 
ring. 
Animal fell back to avoid the fire, 
and Ellering scrambled into the ring and 
grabbed Cornette’s tennis racket. Eller- 
ing hit Cornette in the back with the 
racket, sending the manager scurrying 
out of the ring. Ellering then threw the racket to Animal, 
who used it to knock Eaton in the head a few times. 
Animal then hit Bubba with a flying shoulder, knocking 
him out of the ring and into Cornette. 

Eaton and Lane returned the the ring, only to be met 
by a racket-wielding Animal, who then picked Eaton up 
in a bearhug, allowing Hawk to rebound off the far ropes 
and come back with a flying clothesline. Bubba carried 
Cornette back to the dressing room, Lane and Eaton beat 
a hasty retreat, and Ellering and the Warriors howled 
their superiority over the Express. 

Howls of superiority soon blended into chants of deri- 
sion as the fans responded to referee Pee Wee Anderson’s 
decision: He had disqualified the Warriors when he saw 
Animal clearing out the ring with Cornette’s racket. 

akRK 

“T had Eaton pinned, dammit, I had him pinned for a 
good 10 seconds or more!” Animal had to get the anger 
out of his system. ‘‘That jackass referee, he should have 
known. The damn NWA—why didn’t they have a second 
referee at ringside? Why didn’t the officials at ringside 
make a move to have the decision reversed? What about 
all the people watching in the videotape truck outside the 
building?”’ 

“This whole tournament was bull, Paul,’’ Hawk 
snarled at Ellering. ‘‘We should have been the number- 
one seeds. We were treated like scum, not like defending 
champions. You heard the fans chanting, they knew, they 
knew what was going down.” 

Hawk cursed and punched a locker, leaving a deep 
dent. He didn’t even shake the impact of the blow from 
his hand. He disappeared into the showers. Animal fol- 
lowed, leaving Ellering to sit alone on the dressing room 
bench. I didn’t want to approach him to ask any ques- 
tions, but he knew what I would have asked anyway. 

““A lot of water has gone under the bridge since last 
year’s tournament,” Ellering said calmly. Perhaps a little 
too calmly. ‘‘Hawk and Animal are not the same people. 
What happened here is going to make them hungrier than 
they’ve been in many, many months. They need more 
than an onslaught of scrub teams and infrequent tours of 
Japan to be happy. They need championship gold to keep 
them satisfied.” 

Ellering drew a deep, contemplative breath. 

“Hawk and Animal are very, very unhappy right 
now,”’ Ellering said. “‘And unhappy Road Warriors are 
the most dangerous of all.” oO 
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“Anvil” Jim Neidhart was acquit- 
ted by a federal jury in the United 
States District Court for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania from charges 
of assaulting and interfering with a 
flight attendant. Neidhart had faced a 
maximum sentence of 20 years in pris- 
on and fines of up to $275,000 if 
convicted. 

Neidhart, who is one-half of the 
WWF World tag team champions The 
Hart Foundation with partner Brett 
Hart, was indicted by a federal grand 


JIM NEIDHART 


jury on January 28 following the inci- 
dent on a USAir flight from Tampa, 
Florida, to Pittsburgh. Neidhart was 
charged with punching flight attendant 
Ava Winston on the shoulder when 
she refused to serve him drinks. 

The trial lasted less than a week, 
and it took the 12-person jury only 90 
minutes to reach a verdict. The govern- 
ment based its prosecution on the tes- 
timony of three flight attendants, in- 
cluding Winston, who were working the 
flight and said that Neidhart punched 
Winston. The defense was based on 
the testimony of various passengers on 
board, none of whom saw Neidhart 
punch Winston. 
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BIG BUBBA ROGERS 


According to the prosecution, 
Neidhart struck Winston twice with his 
fist in an offensive manner when she 
refused to serve him drinks, once dur- 
ing the first round of drinks and again 
during the second round. The defense 
said that no striking took place during 
the first round of drinks and _ that 
Neidhart merely tapped Winston on the 
shoulder during the second round of 
drinks. 

Big Bubba Rogers defeated One 
Man Gang for the UWF heavyweight 
title on April 20 in Muskogee, Oklaho- 
ma. Gang had held the belt since No- 
vember 11, 1986 when Terry 
Gordy was forced tc forfeit the title 
because of an injury. 

The match ended when Gang dove 
off the top rope and Bubba moved out 
of the way. Bubba then executed a 
dive from the corner turnbuckle to 
score the pin. During the match, Gen. 
Skandor Akbar, OMG’s manager, 
came to the ring and yelled at Gang 
before returning to the dressing room. 

To everyone’s_ surprise, Akbar 
showed up after the match in Bubba’s 
dressing room and announced that he 
is his new manager. ‘‘One Man Gang 
has become lazy with his training and 
is out of championship form,’’ asserted 
Akbar. ‘‘He would have lost to either 


ONE MAN GANG 


Ted DiBiase or Steve Williams and 
| could not allow the belts to go to 
those men. Through my connections, | 
negotiated a deal with Jim Cornette, 
Mr. Bubba’s manager, and demanded 
a title shot.’’ 

One Man. Gang is now on his own, 
although several reliable reports have 
him headed for the World Wrestling 
Federation to challenge Hulk Hogan. 

Austin Idol regained the Mid- 
Southern title from Jerry Lawler on 
April 27 in Memphis. After the match, 
Idol and Tommy Rich shaved 


Lawler’s head! Lawler was injured in 
the match and was expected to be out 
of action for several weers .. Chick 
Donovan won the Mid-Southern Inter- 
national belt from Soul Train Jones 
... Mr. Wrestling Il won the Ala- 
bama title from Mike Golden. Golden 
and Wrestling || have feuded recently 
in the Deep South area ... Davey 
Boy Smith and Brett Hart split a 
pair of singles matches up in Calgary. 
The second, a bloody cage match, 
ended with Davey Bov's 
disqualification. 

As expected, WrestleMania II] wasn’t 
the end of the feud between new Inter- 
continental champion Rick Steam- 
boat and former titlist Randy Sav- 
age. ‘‘The Dragon’’ and the ‘‘Macho 
Man”’ have signed for a series of cage 
matches around the country, which 
should only intensify their bitter feel- 
ings for one another. 

According to WWF insiders, Savage 
has become even meaner since losing 
the title at the Pontiac Silverdome. 
“He’s an absolute madman,” said. our 


SAVAGE VS. STEAMBOAT 


" NEWS 


PETROV & KOLOFF 


source. ‘‘Mostly, we're concerned 
about the safety of Elizabeth. But you 
saw what he did to [WWF announcer] 
Craig DeGeorge. He scared the liv- 
ing daylights out of him.” 

As for Steamboat, things are certain- 
ly looking up. Shortly after winning the 
title, he and his wife Bonnie an- 
nounced that they are expecting their 
first child. ‘‘A little dragon is in the 
oven,”’ said a proud Mrs. Steamboat. 

The tournament to fill the vacant 
U.S. tag team championship is under- 
way. Barry Windham and Ronnie 
Garvin defeated Vladimir Petrov 
and Ivan Koloff in the opening first- 
round match. As you might recall, 
Dick Murdoch and Koloff were 
stripped of the belts when Murdoch 
received a 30-day suspension for at- 
tacking Nikita Koloff. Now, of 
course, lvan's chances of getting back 


his half of the title are gone. 

Instead, lvan might want to concen- 
trate on his upcoming series of Rus- 
sian chain matches against Nikita. This 
will be the first time that uncle and 
nephew have opposed each other in 
the ring one on one. Also, NWA pro- 
moters recently inked a series of U.S. 
title matches between Nikita and Lex 
Luger. 

The Angel of Death, now man- 
aged by Skandor Akbar, has changed 
his name to Angel Muhammad .. . 
Buddy Landell is involved in a hot 
feud with Wendell Cooley . .. Rob- 


GANTNER & ROTUNDO 
ert Fuller and Jim Golden are after 
the Continental tag belts held by Jer- 
ry Stubbs and Dirty White Boy... 


. Mike Rotundo pinned Sir Oliver 


Humperdink for the held-up Florida 
belt. In that match, Ed Gantner ran 
in and, to everyone's surprise, helped 
out Rotundo. Afterward, Gantner and 
Rotundo shook hands . Killer 
Khan has returned to the WWF with 
Mr. Fuji as his manager. . 

That’s all for now, fans! See you at 
the matches! see 
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June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling |, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel, 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd; Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling UI, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 


August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
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September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras, 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras, 


January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling ||. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
pine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel, 

July 1981/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 


January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
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March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 
April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include; Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 
July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 
August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper, 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include; Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Ormdorff. 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Siories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 


March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Slories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong 

duly 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include; Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include; Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include; War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer, 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include; Hogan, 
Orndorfi, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include; Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flai-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A- 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Fiair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Gan-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include; Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen, 
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Inside 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, “‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow, 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser, 
November 1974/Stories Include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include; Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski, 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling I], Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include; 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel, 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
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November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd, 

April 1979/Stories include; Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include; Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include; Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin, 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano, 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras, 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stores include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson, 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw, 


May 1987/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
dune 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include; Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 

ber 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Fiair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 
May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 
June 1983/Stories include; Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 
July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 
August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
li, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 
April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 
May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper- 


November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include; Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy, 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R’n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
lees cages include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include; Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include; Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
duly 1986/Ail-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include; Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories inciude: War- 
tiors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Kolofts. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan, 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
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Magnum T.A. comes out to ringside before the final ma 


itch of the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


team tournament. The fans were overjoyed to see Magnum, and his appearance inspired Dusty Rhodes 


and Nikita Koloff to victory. 


IFE IS CONTRARY to 

dreams. They lie perfectly op- 
posed. Only crazy men with wild 
eyes and small children can bal- 
ance the two. Yet, there are ex- 
ceptions ... 

Even as a child he was very 
quick, very smart—possessed of 
a great memory and a fine dispo- 
sition. In class and on the field, 
his was the name called most of- 
ten. Good looks and talent in- 
voked friendship, but never envy; 
trust rather than bitterness. As tro- 
phies and tributes accumulated, 
his face remained fair and honest. 
Duty, honor, and family remained 
his guiding precepts, tenets of life 
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that meant more than muscles 
and money. 

When fame beckoned, and the 
time to select a proper milieu be- 
came necessary, he didn’t hesi- 
tate. As a professional wrestler, 
he was able to crusade for noble 
causes and make the world a 
slightly better place in which to 
live. Fans surged into bright stadi- 
ums to see him. Unlike others 
who embrace the ring for cheers 
and money and nothing else, his 
commitment never wavered. The 
more successful he became, the 
more he was inspired by friends, 
family, and country. And the more 
stock he placed in simple virtues. 


Titles and belts and champion- 
ships were won. Challenges were 
met. Sometimes he lost, but in 
defeat his nobility never wavered. 
Never an excuse or a reckless 
outburst. It is ironic that his latest 
defeat, at the hands of a Russian 
giant, garnished him more acco- 
lades than all his victories com- 
bined. Resourceful, intrepid, 
brave, cunning, skillful—all these 
things he was. The future, as they 
say, was his. 

| despaired for Magnum T.A. 
only once, after a brief visit with 
him in the hospital several months 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Be a subscriber to the 
most-colorful wrestling mag- 
azine in the world and 
never miss an_ issue. 
Wrestling is the only 
sport with nonstop action 
the whole year round, 
and nobody covers wres- 
tling better than PWI. 

12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always on the 
scene where the action is. 


undisputed champion of 
azines from the great 


through the dramatic peak-action photographs, 
plus the magnificent full-color pinup. PWI 
brings wrestling from the arena into your home. 


BOX 48 
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Send To: TV SPORTS 
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Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 as 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 
Remember, each issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
contains a spectacular 
FULL-COLOR PINUP of 
one of wrestling’s greatest 
superstars. That’s 12 giant 
pinups a year! They are 
worth the price of a sub- 
scription by themselves. 
SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY—A 

year’s subscription to PWI—12 big 

issues—is only $22. It’s an un- 
beatable deal: you save $5 off the news- 
stand price, and you have every issue 
delivered directly to your door. Sub- 
scribe today. 


Go 
With The 
Leader 


It's truly the 
wrestling mag- 
staff of writers, 


12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 | 
A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00 


[] New () Renewal 
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ADDRESS APT. — 
CITY STATE ZIP. 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00. U.S. funds only.) 


Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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Mike Von Erich greets the fans. Before he committed suicide, Von Erich experienced a lot 
of physical and emotional pain. It was that pain, Eddie Ellner writes, that eventually drove 


Von Erich to his death. 

[The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider’ are those of Ed- 
die Ellner alone, and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of anyone else on this 


magazine.] 


NEWS ITEM: Mike Von Erich 
commits suicide. 

Once the shock subsides, the 
recriminations begin. ‘Stupid kid. 
Had everything in the world — 
money, fame, the love of the fans. 
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How could he throw it all away 
like that?” 

If things were only so simple. In 
his brief life, Mike Von Erich had 
to experience the death of his be- 
loved brother David; he survived, 
in rapid succession, a near-fatal 
bout with toxic shock syndrome 
and a couple of bouts with the 
law. 

The pressure to return from 
those experiences was tremen- 
dous. To be a Von Erich meant to 


seize the limelight, battle evil, re- 
ward the fans—in short, to be 
perfect. For Mike Von Erich, the 
battle was uphill all the way. He 
was a tough, gritty competitor, but 
his hardest bouts were in hospital 
beds and courtrooms, not wres- 
tling rings. It was as if his body 
was giving him signals: Stop 
wrestling. Stop the pain and pun- 
ishment. It’s not necessary. 

But he refused to listen. His 
heritage was too strong. In the 
end, it killed him. The pres- 
sures—competitive, familial, medi- 
cal—led him to experiment with 
drugs. When his weakness was 
exposed and he was arrested, he 
could no longer face his friends, 
fans, and family. 

The effects of Mike’s tragic ac- 
tion on Kerry and Kevin—not to 
mention his parents and younger 
brother—are unfathomable. How 
much pain can one family en- 
dure? It boggles the mind and 
can undermine even a Von 
Erich’s faith in God. 

® 
NEWS ITEM: The Road Warriors 
eliminated in the quarterfinals 
of the Crockett Cup tag team 
tournament. 

Once, not too long ago, the sin- 
ister refrain of Black Sabbath’s 
“Iron Man’”—the Road Warriors’ 
entrance music—was enough to 
send opponents scurrying back to 
the dressing room. Matches were 
over before they were fought. 
Paul Ellering complained about 
finding opponents willing to wres- 

(Continued on page 58) 
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NEWS FROM THE 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited 
with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your 
name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve the quality of 


wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 
Send your reports to: Correspondent Editor, Box 48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571 


COLUMBIA, SC 
By Jack L. Murphy 


oy 


RIC FLAIR 
Vs. 
BARRY WINDHAM 


te 


SER: 


Following nearly 30 minutes of intensely 
heated action, Flair captured Windham 
in a figure-four leglock. Flair held the 
rope, but the referee saw it and forced 
the break. Windham hit Flair with a fly- 
ing lariat but was too weak to cover. 
Windham regained his energy -and 
powerslammed Flair, then followed up 
with a second lariat that also knocked 
the referee out of the ring. Flair recov- 
ered and threw Windham over the top 
rope, but the referee disqualified Wind- 
ham for hitting him. : 
OTHER BOUTS: Nikita Koloff defeat- 
ed Arn Anderson ... . Ole Anderson beat 
Tully Blanchard by disqualification ... 
Ronnie Garvin pinned Bobby Eaton ... 
Lazor-Tron pinned Denny Brown ... 
Baron Von Raschke beat Thunderfoot II 
... Nelson Royal pinned Rocky King. 
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MONTREAL, QUEBEC 
By Arthur James 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
Vs. 
BRUISER BRODY 


J 


-—e 


This match was for Abdullah’s Quebec 
International title, and the two men went 
at it right from the opening bell. Brody 
opened a gash on Abdullah’s head ear- 
ly on, then the battle spilled outside the 
ring. Brody's manager Floyd 
Creatchman tried to hit Abdullah with a 
chair, but failed, and was hit himself. 
When they got back into the ring, Ab- 
dullah hit Brody with an elbowsmash 
and went for the pin. Suddenly, Brody's 
brother, Buster Brody, ran in the ring 
and attacked Abdullah, thus disqualify- 
ing Bruiser. 

OTHER BOUTS: Pretty Boy Simmes 
beat Gino Brito Jr. by disqualification 
... Rocky Dellasara defeated Denny 
Goulet ... Len “Kojak’”’ Shelly beat The 
ee ... Sheik Al-Arab defeated Neil 

arr. 


SAN ANTONIO, TX 
By Russell Tibboel 


% 
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SAM HOUSTON 
Vs. 
SUPER NINJA 


At the beginning of the match, Ninja 
wouldn’t let Houston in the ring. When 
Houston finally got in, he gained an ear- 
ly advantage, delivering a powerful se- 
ries of kicks and punches. But the Ninja 
turned the match around and dominated 
Houston with karate kicks, chops, and 
elbowsmashes. At the end of the bout, 
Ninja went for an elbowsmash, but 
Houston caught him in midair with a 
bulldog and scored the pin. 

OTHER BOUTS: Steve Williams de- 
feated One Man Gang via DQ ... Rick 
Steiner & Sting beat Terry Taylor & 
Chris Adams by DQ ... The Freebirds 
defeated Wild Bill Irwin, Angel of Death, 
& Leroy Brown ... Eddie Gilbert & Ice- 
man Parsons beat Sam Houston & Sa- 
vannah Jack ... Gary Young defeated 
Chavo Guerrero ... Baby Doll beat 
Sunshine by countout ... Mike George 
defeated Jeff Raitz. 


RICHMOND, VA 
By Kevin Cutchin 


NIKITA KOLOFF 
vs. 
RICK RUDE 


a 


An exciting match for Koloff’s U.S. title 
heated up at the six-minute mark when 
Rude ripped Nikita’s neck brace off and 
clamped on a faull-nelson. Nikita re- 
versed the hold, but when Paul Jones 
climbed up to the ring apron to distract 
the referee, Rude piledrived the champi- 
on. “The Ravishing One” only got a 
two-count because Nikita’s foot was 
draped outside the ring. Koloff then 
small-packaged Rude for the pin. After 
the match, Rude DDT’d Nikita. 
OTHER BOUTS: The Road Warriors 
& Dusty Rhodes beat Ric Flair, Arn An- 
derson, & Lex Luger ... Ole Anderson 
defeated Tully Blanchard by disqualifica- 
tion ... Wahoo McDaniel beat Vladimir 
Petrov by DQ ... lvan Koloff pinned 
Baron Von Raschke Lazor-Tron 
pee Thunderfoot | ... Konga the 
arbarian pinned The Italian Stallion. 


ATLANTA, GA 
By Jason Holbrook 


ONE MAN GANG 
vs. 
STEVE WILLIAMS 


OMG and Williams battled it out at The 
Omni on a combined UWF/Deep South 
card. Terry Gordy was special referee 
for the match, which quickly got out of 
hand. Gordy refused to count pinfalls, 
so he was no longer allowed to referee. 
With a new referee, the match contin- 
ued as OMG and Dr. Death fought it 
out. However, when OMG got in trou- 
ble, Gen. Skandor Akbar interfered, re- 
sulting in a disqualification for OMG. 
OTHER BOUTS: The Freebirds de- 
feated Devastation Inc. ... Rick Steiner 
& Sting beat Chris Adams & Terry Tay- 
lor ... Grizzly Boone defeated Mike 
... Savannah Jack beat Iceman 
. The Assassin defeated 
Randy Rose ... The Nightmares beat 
Ranger Ross & Jon Michaels ... Miss- 
ing Link destroyed’ Jim Bryant ... 
Nicola Roberts beat Dark Journey, Sun- 
shine, & Missy Hyatt in a four-woman 
mini-battle royal. 


TAMPA, FL 
By Daniel L. Willis 


MIKE ROTUNDO 
Vs. 
ED GANTNER 


This was a match for Rotundo’s Florida 
title, and control repeatedly switched be- 
tween both men. Rotundo kicked out of 
several Gantner pin attempts, then 
Gantner delivered a vicious elbow off 
the ropes. Later, Gantner whipped Ro- 
tundo into the turnbuckle, knocking the 
referee out of the ring. While Gantner 
held Rotundo, The Tahitian Prince ran 
into the ring and tried to thrust-kick Ro- 
tundo. But Rotundo moved out of the 
way and the Prince hit Gantner instead. 
The referee climbed back into the ring 
as Rotundo pinned Gantner. 

OTHER BOUTS: Barry & Kendall 
Windham defeated Ran y Mulkey & 
Jack Towers ... Scott Hall pinned Luis 
Estea ... The M.O.D. Squad defeated 
Ron Simmons & Brady Boone ... Arn 
Anderson & Lex Luger beat Denny 
Brown & Eddie Roberts ... Kevin Sulli- 
van destroyed Jason Sterling ... Ric 
Flair beat Mitch Snow. 


BALTIMORE, MD: What a town! You can keep 
the Inner Harbor. I’ve never been much for yuppies, 
raw fish, and girlish drinks, anyway. To me, classy 
joints like The Copa Club and The Red Garter are 
what this place is all about. I’m down here for the 
Crockett Cup tourney, the NWA’s $1 million she- 
bang. Quite a card. Well, two cards, actually. The 


BILL & RANDY MULKEY 
first night. was a good one for hanging back and 
keeping company with the man operating the beer 
concession.-Plenty of dull matches, with the biggest 
disappointment being the fact that The Mulkeys 
were eliminated in the first round by Denny Brown 
and Todd Champion. Man, Randy and Bill received 
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more cheers than when Hulk Hogan himself comes 
to town (indeed, a guy in the first row had a sign 
that said ‘‘Hulkamania’’ with the ‘“‘Hulka’’ crossed 
out and ‘‘Mulkey’’ put in!). Also, something of a 
scandal: The Japanese contingent, Shohei Baba and 
Isao Takagi, had only to wrestle Brown and Cham- 
pion to make it all the way to the quarterfinal 
round. A disgrace, with the only good thing being 
we were spared seeing Baba wrestle an extra bout or 
two. The man’s a legend, but he’s a legend several 
years past his prime. As for the second night, the 
matches and the competition were absolutely incred- 
ible (with the exception of the Japanese team). Of 
the sevén matches the second night (six tourney 
bouts and another Ric Flair-Barry Windham classic), 
four were better (by far) than the Randy Savage- 
Rick Steamboat WrestleMania III match. And that’s 
saying plenty. A hell of a card the second night, 
amazing pure action, and I can honestly say I was 
proud to be on hand. I'll be there next year, too, 
you can count on that. 


ATLANTA, GA: I’m still recovering from the 
Crockett Cup. It’s the day after and I’m in no mood 
to sit through another three hours of wrestling. But 
this is my job. After all, covering wrestling matches 
is not a hobby. It’s a job, and one I take very 
seriously. Some of these wrestlers work every night 
of the week, over 300 days a year. If they can do it, 
so can I. Matt Brock comes from solid stock and 
can take the heat. This is the UWF-Deep South 
show at The Omni, the UWF’s first show ever in 
Atlanta, and they managed to draw a pretty good 
crowd for a pretty good show. As most wrestling 
fans know, the UWF is looking to expand, and this 
is one area they’d like to do well in. For some 
reason, wrestling promoters have traditionally waged 
wars in Atlanta. The WWE tried its hand down 
here. The NWA has been a mainstay for years. The 
Omni is the jewel of southern wrestling, and maybe 
that’s the reason why. This is a beautiful building 


Harder than nails, veteran wrestling reporter Matt Brock has 
logged more miles covering wrestling than any other 
_ Journalist. Every month Matt will travel to the sport's hotbeds, 
reporting everything he sees without fear or favor 


with perfect sightlines and excellent lighting. The 
fans seemed to have a pretty good time, too. The 
highlight of the evening was the tag team title match 
pitting Terry Taylor and Chris Adams against Sting 
and Rick Steiner. Sting and Steiner won the belts, 
but there was some controversy because Adams had 
his foot on the ropes when he got pinned, and for 
some reason Taylor kicked it off. Something’s brew- 
ing here: I’m not sure what, but my instincts tell me 
that we’ll find out very soon. 


DENTON, TX: This is an absolute tragedy in the 
saddest sense of the word. I’ve been sitting here for 
hours, looking for a way to put in writing how I 
feel. That’s never been a problem for me. I’m a 
professional, a journalist for decades, and I’ve been 
hardened in many ways. Things don’t bother me the 
way they used to because I’ve seen so much. Maybe 
that makes me insensitive. It sure as hell makes me 
objective. But a 23-year-old kid took his life here a 
few days ago, a boy who had so much promise and 
so much to live for. He left behind his friends, his 
fans, and most important, his family. Mike Von 
Erich committed suicide and left me, and everybody 
else, wondering why. This is so sad. Fritz and Doris 
Von Erich have now buried three sons—Jack, Da- 
vid, Mike—and that’s the kind of pain no human 
being should have to bear.. How does it feel to bury 
your child? How can it possibly feel to do it three 
times? These are the questions a journalist wants to 
ask, but I can’t. I just can’t. I look at these two sad 
human beings and I wonder how they have the 
courage to go on, but they do, and they look for the 
good side of things. When I heard the news of 
Mike’s death, I flew down to Texas immediately. 
And when I arrived in Denton, and the full force of 
what happened hit me, I did something Matt Brock 
has never done before. I cried. ; 


CHICAGO, IL: I’m back home after Mike’s funeral 
because I needed a break from all that has hap- 
pened. It all builds up after a while. I’ve thought of 
retirimg a number of times, but I always talk myself 
out of it. Wrestling journalism is a very rewarding 
profession. You get to meet some extraordinary peo- 


ple, and some very ordinary people. Those are the 
ones that make it all worth while, the ordinary guys, 
the middle-of-the-card working stiffs who toil day in 


oe 
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MIKE VON ERICH 


and day out, hoping for that one big break that will 
turn them into a Ric Flair or a Hulk Hogan. Seeing 
one of those guys actually break through can be 
incredibly satisfying. I, for one, sometimes look back 
at my career and wonder what I’ve gotten out of it. 
Witnessing the tragedy of Mike Von Erich made 
things hit home. I’ve never gotten married and prob- 
ably never will. Fritz and Doris have gone through 
the pain of burying three children, but at least they 
experienced the joy of having children. Sometimes | 
regret that. Sometimes I regret a lot of things. 
Maybe it és time to retire and start enjoying other 
things in life. I don’t know. It would make a great 
story for one of these magazines: ‘‘You Decide: 
Should Matt Brock Retire?’’ But then, I’d probably 
end up writing the story and finding out, for the 
umpteenth time, this is what I loye to do. Writing 
is my wife. This column is my baby. These things 
can never die. TC 
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Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month we 
will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


WHERE 


ARE 
THEY NOW? 


TONY ATLAS 
Atlas, who until re- 
cently held the World 
Class television title, 
has left the WCCW 
and is now wrestling 
steadily in Puerto Rico 
for the World Wres- 
tling Council. Just one 
week after arriving in 
the WWC, Atlas and 
metal | partner Miguel Perez 
Jr. cepted the North American tag team 
belts from Bob Heffernan and El Gran Men- 
doza. ‘‘I think I’ve already made an impact 
down here,” said Atlas. ‘““The competition is 
great, but I’m ready for it.” 


SWEET BROWN 
SUGAR 
The death of Mike 
Von Erich has already 
inspired at least one 
wrestler. Sweet Brown 
Sugar, whose real 
name is Skip Young, 
™@ had been retired, but 
4 has decided to return 
"| to the World Class 
i area. ‘‘Mike’s death 
did it for me,” said Skip. ‘Mike was a dear 
friend of mine, and he left a few jobs unfin- 
ished. I’m gonna fight for Mike’s honor by 
fighting those who sought to bring him down. 
Mike Von Erich will not be forgotten.” 


Mantel split up with 
™ | Kansas Jayhawk part- 
— | ner Bobby Jaggers 
| shortly before the Jim 
| Crockett Sr. Memorial 
Cup tag team tourna- 
ment in Baltimore, 
teed and is now in the 
|| Southwest Continen- 
| tal area. The veteran 
J Texas native is stick- 
ing to singles wrestling and is hot on the trail 
of Mr. Wrestling II’s Alabama heavyweight ti- 
tle. “That old man is gonna find out that I’ve 
got more moves than he knows how to deal 
with,” said Mantel. “‘His title is history.” 


JOHN TATUM 
The former beau of 
Missy Hyatt fell upon 
hard times earlier this 
year when he was in- 
volved in an automo- 
bile accident in which 
the driver of the other 
car was killed. Tatum 
was cleared of all 
“| criminal charges. He 
was severely injured, 
hen now reports that he is nearly recovered. 
Tatum is running a sandwich shop in Arling- 
ton, Texas, with former UWF tag team part- 
ner Jack Victory, and is hoping to make a 
comeback, possibly as early as this summer. 
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ITO SANTANA HAS once again 

regained prominence among the 
WWF fan favorites (“The fans have 
always been a great inspiration to 
me”) ... Born in Tocula, Mexico, but 
raised in Mission, Texas (“Mexico. is 
my home, but | love this country”)... 
Attended West Texas State University, 
where he played tight end (“Football 
was good training for the squared cir- 
cle”) ... Played in the Canadian Foot- 
ball League before quitting the gridiron 
to devote himself to wrestling (“7 real- 
ized I had a brighter future in wres- 
tling’) ... Began his career in Texas 
and moved on to the Mid-Atlantic area 
(“I gained a lot of experience from 
some great men”) ... Went to the 
AWA, where he received several 
World title shots against Nick Bock- 
winkel (“That was my first opportunity 
to win a big title, and I made the most 
of it’)... He and Ivan Putski came to 
the WWF, where they defeated John- 
ny and Jerry Valiant to win the WWF 
World tag team title (“Ivan was a fan- 
tastic partner”) ... After they lost the 
belts, Santana resumed the chase after 
Bockwinkel’s belt but once again failed 
to win the title (The man always 
cheated”)... Went back and forth be- 
tween Georgia and Texas (“1 wanted 
to test my abilities by wrestling in two 
different areas”) ... In Texas, Santana 


- TITO SANTANA 
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Tito Santana prepares to whip Brett Hart across the ring. Santana wants revenge on 
another member of The Hart Foundation, Danny Davis. 


and his idol, Mil Mascaras, won a tag 
team match against Masked Superstar 
and Super Destroyer (“It was the most 
exciting match of my life) ... Re 
turned to the WWF and won the In- 
tercontinental title ,from Magnificent 
Muraco on February 11, 1984 (4 had 
Muraco’s number, No way was he go- 
ing to beat me!”) ... Held the title for 
seven months before losing it to Greg 
Valentine (“Valentine hurt my knee 
and stole the title’) ... The injured 
knee required surgery (“Those doctors 
saved my career”) ... Made a surpris- 
ing comeback and went after Valen- 
tine with a vengeance (“ The Ham- 
mer’ wasn’t going to get away with 
it”) ... Regained the title in a cage 
match in Baltimore on July 6, 1985 


(“My tenacity paid off”) ... Lost the 
belt to Randy “Macho Man’ Savage 
on February 8, 1986 in the Boston 
Garden, where he had first won it 
(“Savage used a foreign object. I 
couldn't expect justice because Danny 
Davis was the referee’) ... Teamed 
with Junkyard Dog and then with Pe 
dro Morales (“When I lost the belt, I 
needed partners who would help me 
to not get discouraged”) ... After they 
lost the tag team title to The Hart 
Foundation, The British Bulldogs asked 
Santana to be their partner (“1 wanted 
to get back at Davis in the worst 
way”) ... Santana and the Bulldogs 
lost to the Harts in a controversial 
finish at WrestleMania Ill (Davis, I’m 
not finished with you!) O 
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CAPSULE PROFILE PINUP 


TITO SANTANA 


T IS AN acknowledged fact of 
human anatomy that, except in 
horror movies, feet and legs don’t 
move on their own. A slap of the 
hand requires some premeditated 
action by the person to which the 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


The future holds plenty of uncertainty for Chris 
Adams and Terry Taylor, but one thing appears 
definite: trouble. Following a series of bizarre 
events, the team of Adams and Taylor is on the 
verge of a rocky breakup that no amount of 
apologizing can prevent 


hand is attached. A kick of the foot 
demands that the individual swing 
his leg back and drive it forward. 
Terry Taylor knows this, so who's 
he kidding? 

“It was just a mistake,” says Tay- 


lor of the incident that cost him and 
Chris Adams the UWF tag team 
belts. “It wasn’t a conscious move, 
really it wasn’t. I didn’t realize what 
I was doing. Chris is just going to 
have to realize that we lost on a 
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stroke of bad luck, that’s all. It’s just 
too bad.” 

But was it just a mistake when 
Taylor showed up late to defend 
the UWF belts on March 22 in Fort 
Worth, Texas? And how about all 
those times when Adams looked to 
tag off and Taylor was looking the 
other way? Did he realize what he 
was doing then? If Terry Taylor 
weren't Terry Taylor, perennially 
one of the straightest men in wres- 
tling, he would have been con- 
demned a long time ago. 

“I'm not sure what to say,” says 
Adams, still confused by his part- 
ner’s actions. “Certainly, I’m upset 
with the way Terry has acted over 
the past few months. It’s just not 
like him. Maybe something's been 
going wrong. Maybe something's 
bothering Terry. Well, if Terry’s 
reading this, | have one message 
for him: It’s not too late to say 
you're sorry. We can talk it out like 
two mature adults.” 

Chris Adams is a forgiving per- 
son. He has to be. Late last year, 
he was convicted of assaulting an 
airline pilot and spent three months 
in a Texas jail. When Adams re- 
turned, he asked the fans and fel- 
low wrestlers to put his past behind 
them. With the sole exception of 
Iceman Parsons, nobody has 
brought up Adams’ jail sentence. 
Until now. 

“T haven't said this yet, but | 
might as well since that’s the way 
things seem to be going,” says Tay- 
lor. “Chris is a different person 
since he’s gotten out of jail. He 
gives the false front of being Mr. 
Good Guy, but we're talking about 
a man who spent three months in 
jail. There’s no doubt that jail 
changed him. We just don’t see eye 
to eye on things anymore. He’s so 
suspicious. Maybe paranoid is the 
word.” 

Certainly, this is a different Terry 
Taylor we've been seeing, too. And 
the events of the past few months 
point this out clearly. 

In mid-January, Hacksaw Duggan 
lost a loser-leave-town match to 
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Adams flips Sting (above) and executes a belly-to-belly suplex on Rick Steiner (below). 
Adams and Taylor had a strained relationship during their title reign. Taylor sometimes 
arrived late at matches, leaving Adams in a two-on-one or three-on-one situation. 


UWF champion One Man Gang. As 
a result, the tag belts held by Dug- 
gan and Taylor were declared va- 
cant by UWF officials. Most people 
realized that Duggan didn’t have 
any choice in the matter, but Tay- 
lor laid the blame fully on Hack- 
saw’s shoulders. “My partner desert- 
ed me,” Taylor said at the time. 
On February 7 in Fort Worth, a 


tournament was held to fill the va- 


cant title. Taylor teamed with Sam 


Houston and lost to Sting and Rick 
Steiner in the semifinals. Adams 
and partner Iceman Parsons were 
on their way to the finals after 
beating Ted DiBiase and Steve Wil- 
liams by countout, but a disagree- 
ment ensued: Parsons wanted to 
take the win, but Adams felt it was 
a cheap victory. Parsons lost a coin 
flip to decide which man would 
continue. Adams won the toss and 
chose Taylor as his new partner. 
Finally, Adams and Taylor defeated 
Sting and Steiner for the belts. 

Things actually seemed to be go- 
ing pretty well for the new tag 
champs during the following weeks. 
Adams and Taylor quickly devel- 
oped into a near-perfect tag team, 
as solid a unit as had been formed 
in the UWF in some time. In fact, 
their scientific match against DiBi- 
ase and Williams in March is con- 
sidered one of the best in UWF 
history. 

Under the surface,’ however, 
things were going sour. This be- 
came apparent on March 22 in Tul- 
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Taylor tries to leap out of the way as Adams grapples with Sting. Taylor says Adams has 
been ‘‘suspicious” and ‘‘paranoid” since his release from jail. He believes he’s been 
betrayed by two partners, Adams and Hacksaw Duggan. But Adams says Taylor is at fault 


for not showing responsibility. 


sa, when Adams and Taylor were 
scheduled to defend their belts 
against Parsons and Sting. Taylor 
had not arrived by match time, and 
the UWF officials told Adams that 
unless he wrestled solo he would 
have to forfeit the title. 

Adams’ protests fell on deaf ears, 
but he wrestled superbly and held 
his own. As expected, however, he 
was finally tripleteamed by Par- 
sons, Sting, and Eddie Gilbert. 


Then, all of a sudden, Taylor ran 
into the ring wearing street clothes 
and carrying his suitcase. He 
cleared the ring, saving Adams 
from possible injury, and earned a 
disqualification for his partner. 
“My plane was late,” Taylor ex- 
plained afterward. But Adams 
wasn't satisfied. “Tag team wrestling 
is an exercise in assigned responsi- 
bilities,” Adams argued. “He should 
have taken an earlier plane and 


made sure he was there. Terry and 
I are going to have to discuss this 
matter.” 

It looked like all was forgotten 
until April 12 at Atlanta’s Omni 
where they defended the belts 
against Steiner and Sting. All four 
men were in the ring when Sting 
covered Adams for the pin. Eddie 
Gilbert was about to climb into the 
ring, but Adams pushed him away 
with his foot. Adams’ foot was now 
draped over the bottom rope, but 
by this time the referee had already 
started the three-count. 

The ref didn’t see Adams’ foot on 
the bottom rope, and he also didn’t 
see a most remarkable incident: 


Steiner and Sting double-team Taylor. It 
seems likely that Adams and Taylor will no 
longer be a team. 

Taylor, who had been fighting with 
Steiner, kicked Adams’ foot off the 
rope. The referee made the three- 
count, and Sting and Steiner had 
the belts. 

What’s next? What strange event 
will further endanger the already 
endangered alliance between Ad- 
ams and Taylor? That's hard to say, 
but it won't take much to push this 
relationship over the edge. Adams 
and Taylor are on the verge of a 
stormy breakup, one that threatens 
to greatly affect both their careers. 

Taylor says it’s not too late for 
Adams to say he’s sorry, but the 
reality of the situation is that the 
point of no return was passed a 
long time ago. The team of Chris 
Adams and Terry Taylor is yester- 
day’s news. O 
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TOP 15 
1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


NWA 
1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 


3—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 


AWA 
1—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
2—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 


WWE 
1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


3—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


MOST POPULAR 
1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 


3—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 


MOST HATED 
1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 


3—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 2 contenders to NWA World tag title 
2—MANNY FERNANDEZ & RICK RUDE 
NWA World tag team champions 
3—BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 
WWF World tag team champions 
4—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
AWA World tag team champions 


5—RICK MARTEL & TOM ZENK 
No. I contenders to WWF tag team title 


4—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 

5—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 

6—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 


7—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


4—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
5—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
6—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 


4—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 


5—OTTO WANZ 
369, Graz, Austria 

6—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 

7—JIMMY SNUKA 
251, Fiji Islands 


4—JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 
5—HARLEY RACE 
258, Kansas City, MO 
6—ADRIAN ADONIS 
313, New York, NY 


7—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 


4—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
5—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
6—CHRIS ADAMS 

228, Stratford on Avon, England 
7—JAKE ROBERTS 

246, Stone Mountain, GA 


4—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
5—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
6—ADRIAN ADONIS 
313, New York, NY 
7—TERRY GORDY 
289, Chattanooga, TN 


6—STING & RICK STEINER 
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8—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
9—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
10—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Norman, OK 
11—JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 


8—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 
9—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
226, Marietta, GA 
10—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
11—WENDELL COOLEY 
220, Milton, FL 


8—LEON WHITE 
375, Denver, CO 
9—KEVIN KELLY 
271, Oakland, CA 
10—D.J. PETERSON 
245, St. Joseph, MO 
11—SUPER NINJA 
263, Japan 


8—HERCULES HERNANDEZ 
265, Tampa, FL 
9—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 
10—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
11—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 


8—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
9—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
10—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
11—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 


8—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
9—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 
10—DANNY DAVIS 
220, Dover, NH 


11—BUDDY LANDELL 
236, Los Angeles, CA 


12—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
13—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
14—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
15—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
; 226, Marietta, GA 


12—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
13—ARN ANDERSON 

249, Minneapolis, MN 
14—CARLOS COLON 

246, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
15—BULLDOG BOB BROWN 

258, Kansas City, KS 


12—BAM BAM BIGELOW 

390, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
13—BORIS ZUKHOV 

254, Leningrad, Russia 
14—BRIAN KNOBBS 

278, Allentown, PA 
15—MR. SAITO 

247, Japan 


12—KOKO B. WARE 
229, Union City, TN 
13—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
273, San Francisco, CA 
14—THE HONKY TONK MAN 
255, Memphis, TN 
15—KAMALA 
402, Uganda 


12—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
13—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
226, Marietta, GA 
14—ED GANTNER 
269, Tampa, FL 


15—JIMMY SNUKA 
251, Fiji Islands 


12—NORD THE BARBARIAN 
316, Bozeman, MT 
13—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 
14—ARN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 
15—HARLEY RACE 
258, Kansas City, MO 


11—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


UWF tag team champions 
7—THE FANTASTICS 
No. 1 contenders to WCCW tag team titie 
8—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
No. 1 contenders to U.S, tag team title 
9—THE M.0.D. SQUAD 
Florida tag team champions 
10—STEVE KEIRN & MARK STARR 
Mid-Southem Intemational tag team champions 


No. 1 contenders to NWA World tag title 
12—JERRY STUBBS & TONY ANTHONY 

Southeast Continental tag team champions 
13—S.T. JONES & ROCKY JOHNSON 

Mid-Southem tag team champions 
14—RIP OLIVER & MIKE MILLER 

Pacific Northwest tag team champions 


15—BRAD BATTEN & RICK McCORD 
Central States tag team champions 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


* ALABAMA CHAMPION: MR. WRESTLING Il 


(April 27, 1987; from Mike Golden; Birmingham, AL) 
ALL-JAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
SUPER STRONG MACHINE & ASHURA HARA 
(October 30, 1986; from Takashi Ishikawa & Mighty Inoue; Aomori, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: JUMBO TSURUTA 
(October 21, 1986; from Stan Hansen; Tokyo) 
ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE ROAD WARRIORS 
(March 12, 1987; from Jumbo Tsuruta & Genichiro Tenryu; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MASANOBU FUCHI 
(January 3, 1987; from Kuniaki Kobayashi; Tokyo) 
ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP: GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(April 26, 1986; tournament final over Ted DiBiase; Omiya, Japan) 
ALL-PACIFIC WOMEN'S CHAMPION: LELANI KAI 
(August 21, 1986; from Chika; Tokyo, Japan) 
AWA WOMEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP: SHERRI MARTEL 
Uune 28, 1986; from Candi Divine; Oakland, CA) 
AWA WORLD CHAMPION: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
Uune 29, 1986; awarded by default from Stan Hansen; Denver, CO) 
AWA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
(January 27, 1987; from Buddy Rose & Doug Somers; St. Paul, MN) 
BAHAMAS CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Bad News Allen) 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH CHAMPION: OWEN HART 
(October 25, 1986; from Les Thomton; Edmonton, Alberta) 


%* CALGARY NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP: OWEN HART 


(April 17, 1987; from Makhan Singh; Calgary, Alberta) 


%* CALGARY INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 


TS, 0 


BRUCE HART & BRIAN PILLMAN 
(April 6, 1987; tournament final over Ron Starr & Cuban Assassin; Calgary, Alberta) 
CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
(February 22, 1987; from Hercules Ayala; Montreal, Quebec) 
CANADIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PRETTY BOY SIMMES & RICHARD CHARLAND 
(April 13, 1987; from Dan Kroffat & Armand Rougeau; Montreal, Quebec) 
CENTRAL STATES CHAMPION: BULLDOG BOB BROWN 
(February 27, 1987; from Bill Dundee; Kansas City, KS) 
CENTRAL STATES TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BRAD BATTEN & RICK McCORD 
(February 27, 1987; from The M.0.D. Squad; Kansas City, KS) 
ENGLISH MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMPION: FLYING FUJI YAMATA 
(March 3, 1987; from The Black Tiger; Croydon, England) 
EUROPEAN HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE: LEON WHITE 
(March 22, 1987; from Otte Wanz; Denver, CO) 
FLORIDA CHAMPION: MIKE ROTUNDO 
(April 18, 1987; over Sir Oliver Humperdink; Lakeland, FL) 
FLORIDA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE M.0.D. SQUAD 
(March 15, 1987; from Tracy Smothers & Steve Armstrong; Daytona Beach, FL) 
INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING GRAND PRIX CHAMPION: ANTONIO INOKI 
(une 19, 1986; tournament final over Dick Murdoch; Tokyo, Japan) 
IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
AKIRA MAEDA & NOBUHIKO TAKADA 
(March 26, 1987; from Keiji Mutoh & Shiro Koshinaka; Osaka, Japan) 
IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHIRO KOSHINAKA 
(September 19, 1986; from Nobuhiko Takada; Fukuoka, Japan) 
JAPANESE WOMEN’S CHAMPION: YUKARI OMORI 
(August 23, 1986; from Devil Masami; Kawasaki, Japan) 
JAPANESE WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: YUMIKO HOTTA & HISAKO UNO 
(April 15, 1987; tournament final over Lelani Kai & Judy Martin; Tokyo, Japan) 
MID-SOUTHERN CHAMPION: AUSTIN IDOL 
(April 27, 1987; from Jerry Lawler; Memphis, TN) 
MID-SOUTHERN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: CHICK DONOVAN 
(April 20, 1987; from Soul Train Jones; Memphis, TN) 
MID-SOUTHERN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
STEVE KEIRN & MARK STARR 
(April 27, 1987; from The Mercenaries; Memphis, TN) 
MID-SOUTHERN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SOUL TRAIN JONES & ROCKY JOHNSON 
(April 13, 1987; from Goliath & Big Bubba; Memphis, TN) 
NWA JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: LAZOR-TRO 
(March 7, 1987; from Denny Brown; Atlanta, GA) 
NWA SIX-MAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE ROAD WARRIORS & DUSTY RHODES 
(May 17, 1986; from Ivan & Nikita Koloff and Baron Von Raschke; Baltimore) 
NWA TV CHAMPION: TULLY BLANCHARD 
(November 27, 1986; from Dusty Rhodes; Greensboro, NC) 


%* UWF HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BIG BUBBA ROGERS 


NWA WORLD CHAMPION: RIC FLAIR 
(August 9, 1986; from Dusty Rhodes; St. Louis) 
NWA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MANNY FERNANDEZ & RICK RUDE 
(December 6, 1986; from The Rock 'n' Roll Express; Atlanta) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAMPION: RIP OLIVER 
(April 18, 1987; from Ricky Santana; Portland, OR) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RIP OLIVER & MIKE MILLER 
(March 6, 1987; from Ricky Santana & Cocoa Samoa; Portland, OR) 
PWF CHAMPION: STAN HANSEN 
(April 24, 1987; tournament final over Hiroshi Wajima; Yokohama, Japan) 
PWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STAN HANSEN & TED DiBIASE 
(as mandated by PWF wrestling officials) 
POLYNESIAN PACIFIC CHAMPION: SUPERFLY TUI 
(April 11, 1987; from Super Machine |; Honolulu, Hl) 
POLYNESIAN PACIFIC TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
FARMER BOY IPO & LEROY BROWN 
(August 9, 1986; from Mad Max & Super Max; Honolulu, HI!) 
SOUTHEAST CHAMPION: DUTCH MANTEL 
(April 13, 1987; from Exotic Adrian Street; Birmingham, AL) 
SOUTHEAST CONTINENTAL CHAMPION: WENDELL COOLEY 
(April 27, 1987; from Buddy Landell; Birmingham, AL) 
CONTINENTAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
JERRY STUBBS & TONY ANTHONY 
(February 23, 1987; from The Nightmares; Birmingham, AL) 
SOUTHEAST U.S, JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TOM PRITCHARD 
(February 27, 1987; from Larry Hamilton; Knoxville, TN) 
U.S. CHAMPION: NIKITA KOLOFF 
(August 17, 1986; best-of-seven final over Magnum T.A.; Charlotte, NC) 
(September 28, 1986; unification victory over National heavyweight champion 
Wahoo McDaniel; Atlanta, GA) 
U.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Dick Murdoch & Ivan Koloff) 


(April 19, 1987; over One Man Gang; Muskogee, OK) 
UWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STING & RICK STEINER 
(April 12, 1987; from Terry Taylor & Chris Adams; Atlanta, GA) 
UWF TV CHAMPION: EDDIE GILBERT 
(March 8, 1987; from Savannah Jack; Tulsa, OK) 
WORLD CLASS CHAMPION: KEVIN VON ERICH 
(October 12, 1986; from Black Bart; Dallas, TX) 
WORLD CLASS SIX-MAN CHAMPIONS: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Kevin, Lance, and Mike Von Erich) 
WORLD CLASS TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by The Fantastics) 
WORLD CLASS TV CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Tony Atlas) 
WORLD CLASS TEXAS CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Dingo Warrior) 
WORLD WOMEN’S CHAMPION: THE FABULOUS MOOLAH 
(November 25, 1985; from Wendi Richter; New York) 
WORLD WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LELANI KAI! & JUDY MARTIN 
(August 1985; from Desiree Petersen & Velvet Mcintyre; Egypt) 
WWC JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: FRANK LANCASTER 
(March 14, 1987; from Invader Ill; Guaynabo, Puerto Rico) 
WWC NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
Qanuary 21, 1987; from Bob Heffernan; Catano, Puerto Rico) 
WWC NORTH AMERICAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TONY ATLAS & MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
(April 25, 1987; from Bob Heffernan & E] Gran Mendoza; Caguas, Puerto Rico) 
WWC PUERTO RICAN CHAMPION: MIGHTY IGOR 
(January 9, 1987; from Al Perez; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SHEEPHERDERS 
(April 4, 1987; from Chris & Mark Youngblood; Caguas, Puerto Rico) 
WWC UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: CARLOS COLON 
(September 21, 1986; tournament final over Terry Funk; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: RICK STEAMBOAT 
(March 29, 1987; from Randy Savage; Pontiac, Ml) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN 
Wanuary 23, 1984; from The Iron Sheik; New York, NY) 
WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 
Qanuary 26, 1987; from The British Bulldogs; Tampa, FL) 


Riding an incredible 
emotional wave brought on 
by the appearance of the 
recovering Magnum T.A., 
Dusty Rhodes and Nikita 
Koloff combined forces to 
defeat Tully Blanchard and 
Lex Luger for wrestling’s 
biggest prize: $1 million and 
the silver Crockett Cup! 


UST MOMENTS BEFORE the 

start of the final match at the 
second annual $1 million Jim 
Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup Tag 
Team Tournament, Terry Allen ap- 
peared in the dressing room mn- 
way. The crowd stood and roared, 
and the spotlight followed Allen as 
he slowly made his way to the 
ring. Then, at ringside, the man 
known as Magnum T.A. ex- 
changed tearful embraces with 
Dusty Rhodes and Nikita Koloff. 

An incredible surge of energy 
powered through the Baltimore 
Arena. What strength Magnum 
T.A. still had—and the consider- 
able willpower and emotional 
strength that he will always have— 
was transferred to The Superpow- 
ers during that brief exchange. 
Right then and there, Tully Blan- 
chard and Lex Luger might as well 
have gone home. 

Such a moment is rare—almost 
priceless—in professional sports. It 
is a time when the tide noticeably 
shifts, when something happens to 
make a team or an individual un- 
beatable. It happened to the Unit- 
ed States Olympic hockey team in 
1980. It happened to Sugar Ray 
Leonard in 1987. But rarely does 
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RHODES & NIKITA KOLOFF 
THE CROCKETT CUP: 


Nikita Koloff grasps the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup and Dusty Rhodes holds the $1 
million check they were awarded for winning the tournament (opposite page). Koloff pins 


Bill Dundee in a second-round match (above). 


the tide shift so tangibly, so notice- 
ably, as it did on Apmil 11 in 
Baltimore. 

Simply put, the team of Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff defeated 
Tully Blanchard and Lex Luger 
when Rhodes pinned Blanchard at 
17:31. The veteran Rhodes execut- 
ed a flying bodypress from the top 
rope to save his partner from a 


Blanchard piledriver, then covered 
Blanchard for the pin. 

An event like the 1987 Crockett 
Cup touwmament, however, can 
never be adequately described in 
such basic terms. This was a tour- 
nament with numerous twists and 
tums, a sporting event that defied 
reason again and again, then came 
up with an ending right out of Hol- 


= 


Photos by Craig Peters 


lywood. To wit: E 

@ The Mulkeys, fresh off their 
victory over The Gladiators on 
WTBS’ World Championship 
Wrestling, emerged as the under- 
dog darlings of the crowd. But 
Denny Brown and Todd Champi- 
on ended Randy and Bill’s hopes 
for an upset with an easy pin in 
the first round. Still, that didn’t stop 
a fan at ringside from proudly dis- 
playing a_ sign proclaiming 
“Mulkeymania!” 

@ The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
withdrew from the tournament be- 
cause of an eye injury suffered by 
Rick Morton. Robert Gibson had 
the opportunity to choose another 
partner but respectfully declined. 

(Continued on page 54) 


Rhodes performs a flying bodypress on 
Manny Fernandez (left). Rick Rude punches 
Rhodes off the top rope (above). Rude and 
Fernandez lost to The Superpowers in the 
tournament quarterfinals. 
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After Climbing 
The Highest Mountain... 


WHERE DOES 
HULK HOGAN GO 
NEXT? 


In the wake of WrestleMania III we have to 
wonder: Has Hulk Hogan peaked, or will the 
WWF World champion discover new frontiers 
to conquer and new mountains to climb? 


WWF champion Hulk ane gives Kamala an atomic hap (left) and lifts 
Andre the Giant up for a slam (above). Hogan reached new heights with 
his WrestleMania Ill victory. 


ALK IS RAMPANT. Rumors of 

Hulk Hogan’s retirement re- 
verberate in locker rooms across 
America. “What else can he do?” 
the walls whisper. “He’s beaten 
everyone there is.” 

The real question is: Can there 
be an encore to WrestleMania III? 

Everyone is wondering how Ho- 
gan can top his defeat of Andre 
the Giant—a victory that ended 
Andre’s careerlong winning 
streak. Of course, the rumors of 
retirement are nonsense. While a 
win over Andre is a high mark on 
any resume, the Andre of today is 
more midget than giant. Andre’s 
chronic weight problem, his ad- 
vancing age, and a noticeable lack 
of fan support have essentially 
blanked a once-formidable talent. 

For Hogan to retire on the basis 
of his latest victory would not ex- 
actly crown a sterling career. De- 
spite the insufferable hype sur- 
rounding it, the match was a 
relatively easy victory for Hogan. 
In essence, all it took was a body- 
slam and a legdrop to clinch the 
victory. Certainly Hogan has had 
tougher battles against other oppo- 
nents. The question remains, how- 
ever: What else can The Hulkster 
do? 

There are several possibilities. 
While Hogan has captured the 
hearts and minds of wrestling fans 
everywhere, were he to retire to- 
day the eyes of history would not 
claim him as one of the all-time 
greats. In order to qualify—to 
achieve parity with the Bruno Sam- 
martinos, Lou Theszes, and Verne 
Gagnes—Hogan must add substan- 
tially to his list of achievements. 

Scientific Opponents 

Hogan can start by wrestling sci- 
entific opponents, and there is a 
lengthy list awaiting him. For start- 
ers, how about Rick Steamboat, 
Tito Santana, Junkyard Dog, and 
Billy Jack Haynes? Every great 
champion has demonstrated his 
versatility by accepting anyone’s 
challenge. Bruno fought Bobo Bra- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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STAN LANE: 


“JIM CORNETTE 
SAVED MY CAREER?!’ 


HILE FANS OF The Fabu- 

lous Ones are running around 
frantically, asking what in the world 
Stan Lane has done, the only question 
Lane seems to have is, ““Why didn’t I 
do this sooner?” To say that Lane’s 
career has taken off recently is a gross 
understatement. 

Everything has fallen into place per- 
fectly for the South Carolina native. It 
all started when Steve Keirn, his Fabu- 
lous Ones partner, decided to go into 
semi-retirement and pursue a career in 
real estate. Lane then signed to wrestle 
with Jim Crockett Promotions while 
Keirn worked part-time in the Mem- 
phis area. 

A reunion of The Fabulous Ones 
was originally planned for the $1 mil- 
lion Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup 
Tag Team Tournament, and there 
were indications that Lane and Keirn 
would team occasionally in Florida. 
Somewhere along the line, however, 
Lane decided that because Keirn would 
never return to wrestling full-time, he 
would have to make a decision on his 
own career. 

That’s when the decision was made 
for him. Trouble was brewing in the 
NWA, where manager Jim Cornette’s 
mother decided that changes were in 
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order for the slumping Midnight Ex- 
press. The problem: the Express was 
going backwards. The solution: fire 
Dennis Condrey. The replacement: 
Stan Lane. 

Lane was quick to accept Cornette’s 
offer. The Midnight Express is one of 
the most famous tag teams in the 
world, and Cornette has established 
himself as one of the best managers in 
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I’m here to do a job. My job 
is to help make The 
Midnight Express World 
champions. Why shouldn’t 
we be the best? 
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the sport. And the Crockett Cup tour- 
nament, with its huge purse, was com- 
ing up fast. The timing couldn’t have 
been better. 

Although they had only been togeth- 
er for a week, the new Midnight Ex- 
press went all the way to the semifinals 
of the Cup, defeating The Road War- 


riors by disqualification to get there. 
Inside Wrestling Senior Editor Bill 
Apter was in Baltimore for the big 
weekend and had the opportunity to 
speak with Lane following the Express’ 
elimination by Dusty Rhodes and 
Nikita Koloff in the semifinals, 


Q: Those last two bouts were incredi- 
ble, Stan. I guess you’d have to 
call them a baptism by fire, so to 
speak. 

A: Let me tell you this, Bill, I’ve been 
through some wars in my days, but 
this tournament was something 
else. I think me and Bobby [Eaton] 
and Jimmy [Cornette] showed 
Dusty and Nikita something to- 
night, and I Anow we showed The 
Road Warriors something tonight. 
We’re not a team to be messed 
around with. Everyone’s gonna 
have their hands full from here on 
out. 

Q: You guys really seemed to be on a 
roll there. You defeated the Garvin 
brothers in the second round, and 
that was a pretty good accomplish- 
ment. It looked like you had Dusty 
and Nikita on the ropes until that 
Russian sickle flattened Bobby. 
How do you feel about your finish 


If they’re gonna to boo me, 
it doesn’t really matter. The 
fans have nothing to do with 
what I’m out for. I’m 
looking to win, not to be 
loved. 
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Q: 


A: 


in the tournament? 


: Well, Bill, we were in it to win and 


we didn’t, so I can’t be too 
pleased. When Jimmy first ap- 
proached me to sign with The Mid- 
night Express, he told me that he 
and his mother expected a winner 
and would accept nothing less. 
Well, we lost tonight, so that’s not 
very good. But on the other hand, 
me and Bobby have only been 
wrestling together for about a 
week. When you look at it in that 
light, you’d have to say that we did 
pretty well. That million dollars 
sounded awfully good, though, and 
I’d say we have a great chance to 
win it next year. 

How do you like having Eaton as 
your partner? 

Bobby’s a pro in every sense of the 
word. Listen, I have nothing 
against Dennis Condrey, I think 
he’s a fine wrestler, but I can see 
why they chose to get rid of Den- 
nis instead of Bobby when they de- 
cided to make a change. Bobby 
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Stan Lane, Big Bubba Rogers, Bo! 
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“new” Midnight Express. Lane replaced Dennis Condrey because Mama Comette was not 
pleased with Condrey’s performance and the team’s recent lack of success. 
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knows the sport, don’t let him fool 
you. He knows his opponents in- 
side and out. Man, the things he 
filled me in on before each match 
you wouldn’t believe. And he’s 
tireless, he just doesn’t give up. 
Plus he’s an aerial daredevil. He’s 
the best wrestler I’ve ever worked 
with. 


: Including Steve Keirn? 
: I know, I know, the obvious com- 


parisons to Steve have to come up. 
Listen, I love Steve Keirn. We were 
partners for many years, and I re- 
spect the decision he made. He’s 
doing very well in .real estate, so 
well that he really didn’t have 
much of a choice. That was his 
choice. I realized that I needed a 
full-time partner, and when the of- 
fer came I accepted right away. I 
think Steve accepts that. 


: So how about it, then, is Bobby 


Eaton the best partner you’ve ever 
had? 


: Okay. He’s probably the most tal- 


ented. He’s definitely the most 
dedicated. Whether or not we work 
well together remains to be seen, 
but only time will tell. Bobby is a 
superstar, or else the Midnights 
would have never been NWA 
World tag champs. That’s some- 
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Q: 
A: 


: How 


thing me and Steve were never able 
to achieve, although we did very 
well together. You’re talking about 
two different men. But yes, Bobby 
is probably the most talented man 
I’ve ever teamed with. 


: Filling in for Dennis Condrey is 


not an easy task by any means. Do 
you feel any added pressure? 


: Absolutely not. My career has been 


great until now, but now it’s going 
to get even better. This is an op- 
portunity, not an ordeal. Dennis is 
gone and I’m in. 

is Jim Cornette to work 
with? To many people, he’s a 
loud-mouthed, whiny, spoiled rich 
kid who sits and pouts when he 
doesn’t get what he wants. What 
are your feelings about Cornette? 


: Bill, Jim Cornette saved my career. 


I’m not saying I didn’t have a 
good career, but I was getting into 
a rut. And with Steve gone, I 
wasn’t sure where I was headed. 
Then, all of a sudden, Jim came 
out of nowhere and offered me the 
opportunity of a lifetime. I have 
nothing but respect for Jim Corn- 
étte. I’m grateful. I just hope that I 
can live up to his expectations. 
And his mother’s. 

Yes, and his mother’s. 


Q: Do you foresee that as a problem? 

A: The way I see it, the ball’s in my 
court, That’s the way it is, Bill. 
I’m here to do a job. My job is to 
help make The Midnight Express 
World champions. If I’m not suc- 
cessful, maybe I don’t deserve to 
stick around. We have the talent, 
more than any other team around, 
and we have a great manager. Why 
shouldn’t we be the best? 

Q: I guess if you look at it that way, 
it makes sense. _ Interestingly 


enough, since you’ve joined the 
team, the Express seems to have 
the fans on their side more than 
ever before. Any comments on 
that? 


Q: That’s certainly a change. Let’s go 


back to the subject of The Road 
Warriors for a moment. As I re- 
call, when you and Steve were in 
the AWA you had a pretty hot 
feud going with the Warriors. 


A: The AWA, and down in Memphis, 


too, you'll remember. Those were 
some tough matches, Bill, and it 
was a great feud. Things may not 
have worked out for us well during 
that feud, but it’s helped me out 
now. Coming into the Crockett 
Cup, I knew the Warriors like the 
back of my hand, just from our 
feuds before. I think that may be 
one of the reasons Jim chose me, 
because I was familiar with the 
Warriors’ style. They’re a tough 
team, I’m not going to deny that, 
and they’re powerful men, but 
we're more well-rounded. We’ye 
got more of what it takes to be 
successful. 
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My career has been great 
until now, but now it’s 
going to get even better. 


This is an opportunity, not 


Q: Which is? 
A: Skill. Wrestling ability. The War- 


an ordeal. Dennis is gone 
and I’m in. 


Road Warrior Hawk presses Lane, who says 
he’s familiar with the Warriors’ style from 
when he wrestled as one of The Fabulous 
Ones. 


A: Yeah, well, the fans have always 
liked me, especially the women, 
and I appreciate that. But my pri- 
orities have changed. You know, in 
the past, my first priority was al- 
ways following the rules and doing 
things for the fans. Now my first 
priority is winning, winning at all 
costs, because the only thing that 
matters is the bottom line. If the 
fans want to cheer me, it’s their 
business. I still appreciate it. But if 
they’re gonna boo me, it doesn’t 
really matter. The fans have noth- 


riors know how to brawl and 
throw people around the ring. 
Well, it takes more than that to 
win. People are always asking why 
the Warriors aren’t tag team 
champs. Well, it’s easy. They can’t 
wrestle. Bobby and I are wrestlers 
and we can brawl, too. It’s very 
simple. We’re a multifaceted team. 


Q: There have been some rumors that 
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Steve Keirn might team with Mike 
Graham down in the Florida area. 
How would that affect you? 


A: That’s a good question. How 


would it affect me? I don’t really 
see what difference it makes. I 
don’t think Steve and Mike would 
be any trouble for me and Bobby. 
If they want to wrestle us, fine, but 
I don’t see why they would want 
to. Anyway, it would be a step 
down for us. We’re looking to go 
up, all the way to the title. I don’t 
think that would be the way to go. 


: Just one more question, Stan. Now 


that you’re here in the World 
Championship area full-time, do 
you have any plans to go after a 
singles title? 


: I don’t think so, at least not right 


now. Wrestling for the tag belts is 
a full-time job and doesn’t leave 
enough time to go after a singles 
belt. I'd prefer to channel my ener- 


gies toward the team. From here 
on in, The Midnight Express is my 
life. That’s what I’m here for. CL 
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ing to do with what I’m out for. 
I'm looking to win, not to be 


At Cornette’s direction, Lane tries to rip 
Nikita Koloff’s neckbrace off. Lane greatly 
loved. respects Cornette. 
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World: 


By Dave Rosenbaum 

IKE VON ERICH was always 
supposed to be a_ superstar. 

From the time he was a young boy 
and wrestled in the 75-pound category 
for the Denton YMCA team and won 
several regional championships, to the 
time he first stepped into the profes- 
sional ring at the age of 20, it seemed 
that Mike was destined for greatness. 
His late brother David was a great 
star. Brothers Kerry and Kevin are 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


The wrestling world was stunned to learn of the latest tragedy to strike 
the Von Erich family: the suicide of Mike Von Erich. Once destined 
for greatness, the pressure of his celebrity and the pain of a prior illness 
was his downfall 


Kevin Von Erich consoles his mother, Doris, at the funeral of Mike Von Erich 


grave site. 


both looked on as great stars. His fa- 
ther, Fritz, is a wrestling legend. And 
Mike seemed to have all the tools, plus 
a little more. ‘‘Mike is the kind of 
guy,”’ Kerry once said, ‘‘who always 
has to have an impossible goal. He 
needs to strive for something unattain- 
able. That’s what makes him a 
superstar.” 

Mike would win the World Class 
American title in 1984 and go on to be 
named Rookie of the Year in the Pro 


(above). Kerry Von Erich, and Kevin behind him (left), are escorted to the 


Wrestling Illustrated fan poll. But his 
impossible goal was living up to his 
press clippings, living up to the Von 
Erich name, and, finally, overcoming 
his near-fatal 1985 bout with toxic 
shock syndrome. The. tragic ending to 
his stormy life came on Sunday, April 
12, in Lake Lewisville, Texas, when he 
took a lethal dose of the tranquilizer 
Placidyl. His body was found in a 
sleeping bag four days later. 

At 23 years of age, Mike was the 
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Fritz, Mike, Kevin, Chris, and Kerry Von Erich were excited after Fritz, Mike, and Kevin won 


the World Class six-man title in Texas Stadium at the David Von Erich Memorial Parade of 
Champions in 1984 (above). The readers of Pro Wrestling Illustrated voted Mike 1985’s 


Inspirational Wrestler of the Year (below). 

third son of Fritz and Doris Von Erich 
to die at an early age. David died of 
an intestinal inflammation three years 
ago while on tour in Japan, and an- 
other son, Jack, died in 1959 when he 
accidentally electrocuted himself. The 
Von Erich family has lived through 
other tragic times: David’s infant 
daughter’s death in 1978, Kerry’s near- 
fatal motorcycle accident last spring, 


and Mike’s near-fatal bout with toxic — 


shock syndrome. Mike’s suicide was 
but the latest chapter in the family’s 
lengthy history of tragedy. 

“A lot of people have made their 
own little opinions about what made 
Mike kill himself, and there’s one that 
I agree with,” said older brother 
Kevin. ‘‘The toxic shock syndrome 
ravished his body. He was constantly 
in pain and he never recovered. It was 
like he was a different person after 
that. 

‘There was also the enormous pres- 
sure of living up to me and Kerry and 
the Von Erich name. The disease 
slowed him down. After he almost 
died, he never had the chance to live 
up to his expectations. If you ask me, 
though, it was more the pressure than 
the pain.” 

The series of events leading up to 
Mike’s death began on Saturday morn- 
ing, April 11, when he was arrested for 
driving while intoxicated, possession of 
a controlled substance, and possession 
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of two ounces of marijuana. He was 
released on $3,500 bail at 3:30 that 
afternoon, and was last seen outside 
his apartment at 5 p.m. 

In the interim, Mike spoke with his 
lawyer, Jerry Lofton. ‘He was con- 
cerned about the arrest, mostly about 
the publicity and the embarrassment it 
might cause his family,’’ said: Lofton. 
‘He didn’t seem overly concerned, 
however. He just showed a normal 
interest in what was going on.” 

That Saturday, he also contacted a 


doctor, who was a friend of the fam-. 
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Mike valued the wrestling knowledge of 
Kevin (above) and Kerry (below), who have 
both suffered injuries in their own careers. 


ily. “He told the doctor that he was in 
pain and asked for a prescription for 
Placidyl,” said Kevin, who would not 
divulge the doctor’s name. “The doc- 
tor filled the prescription because he 
thought Mike was hurting. But I have 
no doubt that he got that Placidyl be- 
cause he wanted to kill himself.” 
Mike then drove to Pilot Knoll 
Park, a wildlife preserve in Lake 
Lewisville, where he parked his car and 
walked to a brushy sight about a mile 
away, There, Mike set up camp and, 


sometime on Sunday, took the 
Placidyl. It is unclear whether Mike 
(Continued on page 64) 
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The telephone wires 
sizzle every month 
as two top wrestlers 
voice their rage and 
hostility foward | 

each other. This is 
. the unedited 
transcript of their 


ERRY LAWLER AND Austin 
Idol were once friends, but not 
anymore. Now they’re bitter enemies, 
embroiled in a dispute the roots of 
which trace back to December 1986— 
and threaten to stretch well into 1988. 
In late December, Mid-Southern 
champion Lawler wrestled Tommy 
Rich for the rights to a title bout 
against AWA World champion Nick 
Bockwinkel. The referee stopped the 
match when Rich was bleeding pro- 
fusely from a cut above his left eye, 
and the following week Lawler was 
scheduled to take on Bockwinkel. 

Prior to the Lawler-Bockwinkel 
match, Austin Idol came to the ring 
and demanded the title shot. ‘“You’re 
being ridiculous,’’ said Lawler, who 
was attacked by Idol only seconds 
later. 

On January 11, Lawler, hoping to 
settle his dispute with Rich and Idol, 
gave both men shots at his Mid-South- 
ern title on the same card. In the first 
match, Lawler was disqualified for 
tossing fire at Rich. Suddenly, Idol ran 
in and brutally attacked Lawler, Rich 
and Idol then teamed up to render 
Lawler nearly unconscious. 

But they weren’t finished. Idol and 
Rich dragged Lawler to one corner and 
wrapped his legs around the ringpost. 

‘Each man grabbed a leg and pulled 
Lawler into the post, severely damag- 
ing his groin. Lawler was out of action 
for several weeks and had to vacate his 
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“I’ve had enough of you shooting off your mouth, We'll 
settle our differences in the ring. That’s the only way to shut you up.” 
—Jerry Lawler 


Mid-Southern title. Idol and Rich were 
each fined $5,000 for that incident. 
Idol subsequently won a tournament 
for the title on February 3 in Memphis 
by defeating Soul Train Jones in the 
final. 

Since returning to action, Lawler has 
continued his feud with Idol and Rich. 
But things really heated up on April 23 
in Memphis, when Lawler regained the 
Mid-Southern title from Idol. A hair 
vs. hair rematch in a cage was sched- 
uled for April 27, during which Idol 
regained the title and Lawler’s head 
was shaved bald with the help of 
Rich—who scrambled out from under 
the ring! It was a low moment in the 
career of “The King,”’ and one of 
Idol’s greatest achievements. It also in- 
tensified the feud between these two 
bitter rivals. 

Inside Wrestling, always looking for 
an opportunity to help wrestlers setile 


their differences, brought Idol and 
Lawler together, “One on One.” Un- 
fortunately, this chilling exchange did 
little to bring the men closer together. 
Now, their rift might be permanent. 
Read on. 


AUSTIN IDOL: 
Oh, my man Jerry Lawler, what 
a wonderful time we had in 
Memphis, didn’t we? “The King” 
has lost his crown, so to speak. 
Sort of like the story of the em- 
peror’s new clothes, when the 
king was seen to be naked, right? 
Now, ‘‘The King’’ is seen to be 
bald! It’s a great day for Mid- 
Southern wrestling! 

JERRY LAWLER: 
And it’ll be a great day for Mid- 
Southern wrestling when I get rid 
of you, Idol. You may have won 
this battle, but I'll get the last 


“Face it, Lawler, your time is gone. Every king’s reign 
comes to an end, and yours is history. I’m the new ruler.”’ 
—Austin Idol 


laugh, just like I always do. The 
King will always reign over 
Memphis! 

: What last laugh? This is it, bud- 
dy, this is the last laugh, and it’s 
at your expense! Hahaha! 

: You gotta be kidding, Idol, if you 
think this is the last you’ve heard 
from me. That Mid-Southern title 
is mine, buddy, and it’s just on 
loan for now. You ask anybody 
around here and they know who 
rules Mid-Southern _ wrestling. 
That’s me, Jerry Lawler, the 
“King of Wrestling,” and the fact 
that I might be missing a little 
hair up top has nothing to do 
with it. To tell you the truth, I 
think I look pretty good with my 
hair short. 

: With your hair gone, you mean! 
Face it, Lawler, your time is gone. 
Every king’s reign comes to an 


JL: 


end, and yours is history. There is 
a new king ready to ascend the 
throne, and I’m it, buddy, I’m 
the new ruler of Mid-Southern 
wrestling! This belt proves it, and 
the humiliation you suffered at 
the hands of yours truly and my 
man Tommy Rich proves it as 
well. 

Speaking of which, Idol, you’ve 
Once again proven that you have 
absolutely no regard for the rules. 
Just once, just one time in my 
life, I’d like to see you do some- 
thing on your own, without some- 
body like Rich backing you up. 
What’s the matter, Idol? Don’t 
you have the guts to go it alone? 
Or is it that you just don’t have 
what it takes? 


: Go it alone? How about you and 


Bigelow? Talk about hiding be- 
hind someone, Lawler, you been 


SS eee ee 


Al: 


JL: 


hiding behind that big goon 
Bigelow for longer than you 
should be proud of. A so-called 
legend hiding behind a rookie. Big 
man, you are. Big man. 


: You’re stupider than you look, 


Idol. Nobody’s doing any hiding 
at this end, Idol, ’cause I’m ready 
to take on you, Rich, and even 
that goon manager of yours, Paul 
Dangerly. But Bam Bam’s coming 
back, boy, and man, will you ever 
be in trouble. Remember what 
happened to Rich the last time 
Bam Bam and me got hold of 
him? Well, I’ve got some news 
for you, Idol. You’re next. 


: See what you’re saying? That’s 


exactly what I mean. You’re hid- 
ing behind Bam Bam. You’re 
nothing but a bald-headed coward 
hiding behind a_ bald-headed 
goon. But the goon’s one up on 
you, Lawler, at least he’s got-tat- 
toos covering his brain, Actually, 
you’re a perfect match: He’s got 
flames on his head, and you’ve 
got a lot of hot air! 


: How poetic, Idol. You’ve really 


got a way with words. It’s amaz- 
ing how perceptive you are .. . 


: And pretty, too. It is amazing, 


isn’t it? Amazes me sometimes. 


: ... but you don’t even realize 


that you and Rich have never 
done anything on your own. You 
came into the ring that night in 
January and started complaining, 
and you haven’t done anything 
else since. You do a lot of talking 
for somebody with so little talent. 
I know your style, Idol: injure a 
guy, get him at a disadvantage by 
breaking the rules, then go in for 
the kill. Well, that can only work 
for so long, and I’m catching up 
to you. 

Hey, brother, I’ve got your hair, 
I’ve got your belt, and I’ve got 
your fans. You’re history in 
Memphis. History long, long 
gone. ‘“The King’’ is dead, long 
live “The Universal Heartthrob!”’ 
“The Universal Jackass,” if you 
ask me. Listen, I’ve had enough 
of you shooting off your mouth. 
We'll settle our differences in the 
ring. That’s the only way to shut 
you up. O 
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that Bill Mulkey had done previous to 
this was taking a swipe at Jim Cornette 
and getting implanted into the canvas 
by Bubba Rogers as a result. And 
Randy Mulkey will always be known 
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George South. How about traveling to 
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ing, Randy Barber, and others. With 
this big win under their belts, the pos- 
sibilities are endless as to what they can 
come up with for an encore. 

Hopefully, the Mulkeys can continue 
their winning ways, and perhaps peo- 
ple will stop taking Randy and Bill so 
lightly, 

JEFF SHARKEY 

: Hortonville, WI 
THE REAL PAT TANAKA 

We are fans of Pat Tanaka, and 
every week we listen to him and 
Downtown Bruno talking about run- 
ning Jeff Jarrett out of the Memphis 
area. We wish that Bruno and Pat 
would shut up and do the job. 


Pat Tanaka has joined Downtown Bruno’s 
camp in an effort to run Jeff Jarrett out of 
Memphis. 

The reason is that we think that Jeff 
cannot wrestle any better than Down- 
town Bruno does when he wrestles 
Miss Emily Arthur. Pat Tanaka is a 
polite person, even though we cannot 
say so for the other wrestlers. We also 
wish that Pat would let his pictures be 
sold and that he would sign auto- 
graphs. We would like to ask people to 
please give Pat the break that he 
deserves. 

We, however, do not like Down- 
town Bruno or his other men. Down- 

(Continued on page 50) 
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ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 


FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 
Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 per item) $ : 
Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 
TOTAL: $ 
NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
Oy): STATE: ZIP: 
FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 
( )VISA Aceount Number: Exp.Date: 
( )MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: 


YOUR SIGNATURE: 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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STRONG ARMS 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
— MIKE MARVEL’S SCIENTIFIC ISO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, magnif- 


NOTHING 


icently-powerful chest, powerful shoul- 
ders, strong stomach muscles and legs ELSE TO ~ 
that will seldom tire! No Apparatus or BUY! ; 


Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System 
develops muscular strength 3 times 
faster than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES 


Scientific Isometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes 
just 10 minutes a day of easy exercises 
that will not tire you. No long hours of 
boring exercises with weights or costly : 
apparatus. Isometrics is the amazing — — MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! — — 


discovery of West German scientists 
a - Mike Marvel) Dept. 5311 hi 
who found a new thrilling way to build | East a teu Reecomts aes | 


er gh Be sa AR Lb 0.K. Mike Marvel, enclosed is my $5.00. Send me your | 
y. 1 y entire Scientific Isometric Dynaflex System in one book 
seconds a day! Completely illustrated. | which includes a chapter on: "SECRETS OF ATTRACTING | 
MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISOMET- GIRLS." | must agree that the Dynaflex method has given | 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP Ime powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in my 
—FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! | muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to show | 
my friends how strong | am. 
| And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else | 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my $5.00 back—with 
no questions asked upon return of the book. | 


t Name — — | 
i MAS [address = 
y ( age oes 3) ie j city State _Zip 


‘—~ = — SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — — —= 


TOO SKINNY ? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


=) A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body ofskin and bonesintoa powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say...“/'ve never looked so great in my life”. 
L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to beseenina bathing 
suit” L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 
Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept. HU79GF 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 | 
Please send my order today! | 

0 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
| G60 day only $11.98 190 day only $17.98 | 
| AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


DRAW ANY PERSON 
in one minute! 
NO LESSONS! NO TALENT! 


New Amazing Invention 
—''Magic Art Reproduc- 
er.'’ You can draw Your 
Family, Friends, ani- 
mals, landscapes, build- 
ings, vases, bowls of 
fru(t, copy photos, com- 
ies, designs, maps, any- 
thing — Like An Artist 
Even if You CAN'T 
DRAW A Straight Line! 
Anything you want to 
draw is automatically 
seen on any sheet of pa- 
per thru the ‘“‘Magic Art 
Reproducer.'' Then easi- 
ly follow the lines of 
the ‘Picture Image’' 
with a pencil for an 
original ‘*professional 
looking’’ drawing. Also 
reduces or enlarges. 
Send$5.98plus 95¢ for 


NORTON PRODUCTS shipping and handling. No j 
Dept.902 ,P.0. Box 20112 C-0.0-5. please. Money 


Back Guarantee if not 
New Rochelle, NY 10802 satistie 
I Hilarious optical ison! Soentitic principle l 
xR vy. * VISION always works! With these X-Ray Specs | 
“i Viz you apparently see through flesh and 
peek at ihe hones undernealh! Appar 
ently sae through clothing! — and “emba- 
rass” thends—they'll BEG TO TRY IT FOR 


THEMSELVES! Be ine most popular at work/- i] 
schoo! — BE THE LIFE OF THE PARTY! You also get i | 


Artist's Conception 


17) Wunny tricks and amazing illusions to perform tor your 

Nn triencis! Only $1 50 pius 50¢ postage & handling 

PT 1114, P.O. Box 70, Stbg.,Pa.18360_!| | 
<——— ee = — = 


Make laminated Photo IDs on 
any typewriter. All materials furnished 
for 5 IDs. 

Good In All States and Canada 


— 5 FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATES — 
Fast Service » Moneyback Guarentee 


CO Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 
| Strength program 

O | am adding $1.50 for express service 

Name 

Street 
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SINCERELY YOURS 


(Continued from page 49) 


town seems unable to take care of 
himself even when he wrestles against a 
lady. His men are always jumping into 
his matches when he is going against 
Emily Arthur. He is lucky if he wins a 
match, because that would mean that 
the referee did not catch one of his 
men interfering. 
BOBBIE M. HALE 
TINA M. KLINGEL 
New Albany, MS 


CROCKETT CUP 

To me, the Crockett Cup in Balti- 
more proved only one thing: Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff are the luck- 
iest wrestlers in the entire world. ’m 
not saying that they didn’t deserve to 
beat Tully Blanchard and Lex Luger, 
but after The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
dropped out and The Road Warriors 
were unfairly eliminated, Nikita and 
Dusty Aad to win. 
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Nikita Koloff and Dusty Rhodes were lucky 
to win the Crockett Cup tournament, writes 
Jeffrey LeGraffe. 


Talk about eliminating your compe- 
tition! When all is said and done, the 
Rock ’n’ Rolls and the Roadies were 
the two best teams entered in the tour- 
nament. Don’t tell me about Rick 
Rude and Manny Fernandez. Rude is a 
good singles wrestler but doesn’t know 
much about tag teams. Manny is just 
fat and slow. I don’t know how they 
ever won the belts. As for the new 
Midnight Express, well, how could 
anybody expect them to win when 
Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton had only 
been wrestling together for about a 


week? 

Now that it’s over, though, I’d just 
like to say that there were some very 
exciting matches in the Crockett Cup 
tournament. Also, the Ric Flair-Barry 
Windham match was great, and it sent 
a tingle through my spine to see Mag- 
num T.A. walk down the aisle. All in 
all, it was a great event. But Dusty and 
Nikita? Give me a break! 

JEFFREY LeGRAFFE 
Washington, DC 


LONELY LUGER 

Where does that old fossil Matt 
Brock get off writing what he did 
about Barry Windham in your other- 
wise great May 1987 issue (‘‘Plain 
Speaking’’)? 


J.J. Dillon and Lex Luger are on their way 
to another arena. Gary Graham writes that 
Luger has always needed someone to guide 
his career, 

Check the records, Brock. Luger has 
always needed career guidance. First it 
was Percy Pringle. Then Bob Roop. 
Then he jumped ship and formed a 
team with Barry. Soon after, Lex did 
something he hardly did before: wres- 
tling maneuvers! I think the only rea- 
son Luger came to the World Champi- 
onship area was because he had 
nobody left to guide him. Ah, poor 
Lex! Barry’s certainly not scared of 
Luger being on the ‘‘other side,’’ like 
Brock reasoned. He doesn’t know the 
meaning of fear. 

I really hope Barry takes Flair’s title 
now, because while Luger is trying to 
be Ric Flair, instead of beating him, 
he’ll be left eating Barry’s dust. Bon 
appetit, Lex! 

GARY GRAHAM 
S. Zanesville, OH O 


WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 


The All-American Back Issue Offer! 
* % *& ONLY $3.00 EACH * %& * 


{WR fer 


SUMMER 1984 


FALL 1986 


Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
CWINTER 1984 


LISPRING 1985 
CISUMMER 1985 


ONLY $3.00 EACH 


WRESTLING USA 


LISUMMER 1986 
COFALL 1986 
CWINTER 1986 


OOSPRING 1984 
CISUMMER 1984 
CIFALL 1984 


CIFALL 1985 
OWINTER 1985 
CISPRING 1986 


CISPRING 1987 


SS 
Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 for each issue 


Amount Enclosed $ 
substitute 


I’ve ordered, 
In case of a 
choice: 


sellout, please _ indicate 


NAME 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
ADDRESS 


APT#. 


CITY STATE ZIP 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat Mail, and $2.00 for 
each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


DRESSING ROOM DOOR 


(Continued from page 10) 


“Let me ask you this,” said Den- 
ton County Justice of the Peace 
Hubert Cunningham, another 
friend of the Von Erich family. “If 


you laid in the hospital with 107 


degree temperature, don’t you 
think that might cook something? 
The pain was really terrific. | think 
he was still in pain. 

“Toxic shock syndrome 
seemed to affect his decision- 
making process. His liver and kid- 
neys weren’t working right. His 
respiration wasn’t right. His be- 
havior differed drastically before 
and after, but he was always a 
very nice, very giving, very gentle 
person.” 

How giving? “I really didn’t 
know until after he died,’ said 


brother Kevin, who probably didn’t 
realize what a sad statement he | 
was making. “We found out after | 


he died that he was giving money 
to many needy people around 
him. There was a lady nearby 
whose husband had left her and 
her two kids, and we didn’t know 
it, but Mike was paying rent for 
her every month. 

“| don’t know if Mike really ever 
projected the way he really was,” 
Kevin continued. “He was a 
caring person, he really cared. 
Knowing the pain he was in, it’s 
probably a blessing that he took 
his life. There was just so much 
pressure and pain.” 

And, if one is to believe that 
Mike was a different person after 
his bout with toxic shock syn- 
drome, one then has to believe 
that the pressure had everything 
to do with the pain. He was a Von 
Erich, meaning that he was born 
famous and would have to live up 
to the family name. He had three 
talented brothers to live up to— 
Kevin, Kerry, and David—and an 
even more famous father, Fritz. 

“Being a Von Erich, there’s just 
so much pressure,” said Holder. 
“There’s a Von Erich mystique 
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Mike huddles with Kevin and Kerry in a 
match shortly before Mike’s bout with toxic 
shock syndrome. 

that is hard to understand.” Mike 
was always supposed to be a 
great star, but his body and mind 
never recovered from toxic shock 
syndrome. He never had much of 
a chance. 

“He wanted to be like me and 
Kerry,” said Kevin, “and he tried 
so hard, but he just didn’t get the 
results because of what the dis- 
ease did to him.” 

Then, of course, there were the 
battles with the law. He was re- 
cently found not guilty of assault- 
ing an emergency room doctor, 
but the case drew tremendous 
publicity and embarrassed Mike. 
“That Mike was even on trial was 
a complete miscarriage of jus- 
tice,’ said Lofton. ‘It was an ab- 
surdity. He was overwhelmingly 
not guilty, and he wouldn't have 
been on trial if he wasn’t a Von 
Erich.” 

Then, the day before his death, 
Mike was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated, possession of a 


Ss 


controlled substance, and posses- 
sion of two ounces of marijuana. 
“Mike’s. life could have been 
saved if the cop who had arrested 
him just gave me a phone call,” 
said Kevin. “| would’ve come and 
gotten him, and maybe nothing 
would’ve happened.” 

But it did. “You have to under- 
stand that a good guy hurts worse 
when he screws up,” says Hold- 
er. “Some people would say, ‘To 
hell with it,’ but this really hurt 
him. People just don’t get picked 
up on a DWI and end their life. 
His failure to cope was what was 
really killing him. He called his 
mother after he got out of jail— 
she didn’t know what had hap- 
pened—and she said, ‘Don’t wor- 
ry, it’s nothing. | understand.’ But 
Mike said, ‘You don’t understand. 
It is something.’ 

“He didn’t want to embarrass 
his family. He loved his parents. 
Mike really struggled with his be- 
liefs, and he was having a hard 
time coping. | guarantee you, the 
biggest fight of Mike’s life wasn’t 
in the ring. It was trying to handle 
what was happening to him, be- 
cause Mike was a good guy.” 

There are probably plenty of 
people who have no sympathy for _ 
Mike Von Erich. Certainly, there 
are those saying, “What a stupid 
kid, taking his own life when he 
was so young,” and ‘‘How can 
we be asked to have sympathy 
for a man who drank and drove 
and had drugs in his car?” 

But if we can somehow try to 
imagine the physical pain that 
Mike Von Erich was going 
through, the emotional pain of not 
living up to the Von Erich family 
image, and the pressure he went 
through for almost two years, we 
might be able to understand why 
Mike Von Erich did what he did, 
and why he took his life. 

Sadly, it doesn’t make this any 
less tragic. O 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 


vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 
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OCTOBER 1982 


October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund, 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton, Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


duly 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 


Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP; Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
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November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race, 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 


per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


April 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rocky 
Johnson. Ric Flair, Hogan, Andre, 
Bundy. 


MAY 1984 
May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 


Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater: 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen, Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong, 


Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 


. Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


[| PWi/February 1985 


Oo 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 


num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 


Ellering. 
April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 
June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 
July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs, inal Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 
September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 
October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
Apel 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 


»boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 


dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd, Nikita Kolotf, Savage vs. Bundy, 


BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


APRIL 1987 
April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Toumy, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious, Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 


PWl/August 1987 


boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail. 
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Ifyou missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail, Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color pinup! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today, 


ONLY 
$3.00 EACH 


Fall 1984 
Color centerfold. U.S.A. Honor Guard 
(Slaughter, Martel, Hogan, Rhodes, Valiant, JYD & Steamboat) 


® 


Winter 1984 Winter 1985 
centerfold: Color centerfold: 


Fall 198S Spring 1986 
Color 4 Color centerfold: ft Color centerfold: 
Billy Jack The Fabulous Ones Barry Windham The Road Warriors 


4 
Fall 1986 
Color cent : 


Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 for each 
issue I’ve ordered. 


Print your name and address clearly 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT#. 
CITY STATE ZIP 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and 
$2.00 for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


54 
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THE SUPERPOWERS 


(Continued from page 35) 


Loyalty runs deep in the Rock ’n’ 
Rolls. 

@ The new Midnight Express 
showed that they are an immedi- 
ate force to be reckoned with. 
Stan Lane, who has replaced Den- 
nis Condrey, displayed outstand- 
ing talent and the ability to work 
with Bobby Eaton. The Midnight 
Express went all the way to the 
semifinals, where they were elimi- 
nated by Rhodes and Koloff. 

@ Defending champions The 
Road Warriors, still steaming over 
not being made the number one 
seed, were eliminated at 11:28 of 
their quarterfinal match against 
The Midnight Express. Animal was 
disqualified after he stole Jim 
Cornette’s tennis racket, and Corn- 
ette later threw fire at Animal. Af 
terward, the fallen Warriors pro- 
claimed, “The Midnight Express 
are dead meat!” 

e@ NWA World tag team cham- 
pions Rick Rude and Manny Fer- 
nandez, the tournament’s number- 
one seed, were upset by The 
Superpowers in the quarterfinals. 
Rhodes rolled up Femandez for 
the pin at the 9:40 mark to win the 
match and severely damage the 
champions’ reputation. 

@ The Japanese team of Giant 
Baba and Isao Takagi went all the 
way to the semifinals, with gener- 
ous thanks to byes in the first and 
third rounds. The deliberate, sci- 
entific style of the Japanese team 
was ineffective, however, in a 
semifinal loss to Blanchard and 
Luger: They returned to Japan in 
defeat, having impressed no one. 

@ And, finally, after a grueling 
semifinal victory over The Mid- 
night Express, Rhodes and Koloff 
derived new energy from the 
presence of Magnum T.A. The 
crowd was stirred and the match 
was fast-paced. Watching the 
match on a dressing room monitor, 
Magnum T.A. said, “Nikita has 
touched my life. I hope that I have 


Koloff throws Stan Lane during the semifinal bout (above left). In the most touching 


moment of the toumament, Magnum T.A. hugs Rhodes before embracing Koloff (above 
right). Magnum’s presence inspired The Superpowers to victory. 


Tully Blanchard applies a chinlock on Ko- 
loff. Blanchard and Lex Luger squared off 
against Koloff and Rhodes in the final 
match. 
touched him in a positive way, 
too.” 

He obviously had. And, in doing 
so, he helped tum the Crockett 
Cup into a Magnum T.A. tribute. 
The experts can talk about the out- 
standing abilities of Rhodes and 
Koloff: Rhodes, the veteran, with 
his ring savvy and overall knowl- 
edge of the game; Koloff, the 
young superstar, with his incredi- 
ble strength and brawling ability. 
They make a formidable team, to 
be sure. 

But they would have never been 
together if not for Magnum T.A. 
This was a team forged out of 


Nikita Koloff's commitment to car- 
ry on the cause of his once-hated 
nval. As an athlete, Koloff recog- 
nized the tremendous skill and de- 
sire of Magnum; although fierce 
competitors, they had gained 
much respect for each other, a sit- 
uation not unusual in sports. 

So, after Magnum’s tragic auto- 
mobile accident, Koloff announced 
his intentions to fight for Magnum 


The winning pinfall: Before Blanchard pile- 
drives Koloff, Rhodes catches him with a 
flying bodypress. Rhodes was, in fact, the 
legal man in the ring. 


T.A. on the side of Dusty Rhodes. 
They called themselves The Su- 
perpowers. And despite protests 
from his uncle Ivan Koloff and the 
Soviet government, Nikita carried 
on. Over time, The Superpowers 
developed into an _ impressive 
team. Going into the Crockett Cup 
tournament, they were the num- 
ber-two seed. 

Stil, who could have thought 
that this already amazing story 
would have such an improbable 
chapter? Russian and American, 
former enemies, join together de- 
spite the protests of the Soviet 
government and win the richest 
tournament in professional wres- 
tling. Ridiculous! Totally 
improbable! 

And then again, the idea of 
Magnum T.A. even standing on his 
own two feet and walking to the 
ring aided only by a cane was 
more than improbable five months 
ago. It was absolutely preposter- 
ous. It couldn’t happen. But it did. 
Magnum walked to the ring, em- 
braced his Russian friend, and a 
tear came to his eye. Then the 
Russian and the American proved 
that the two countries could, in- 
deed, work together toward a mu- 
tual goal. 

At times, wrestling can teach 
great lessons. This was one of 
those times. O 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from page 18) 


ago. The initial shock of his acci- 
dent was riveting. How ... why? 

. could such a thing happen? 
Yet, despite the grim prognosis— 
critically injured, possibly para- 
lyzed for life—hope was ever 
present. Magnum was not dead. | 
knew that only the cold, irrevers- 
ible sentence of death could stop 
Magnum. Save me your sorrowful 
tales of the tragic accident that 
saw Magnum’s Porsche lose con- 
trol and slam into a utility pole. File 
away your morbid diagnoses. 
Magnum was alive. He would find 
a way out of this mess. This | 
truly believed. 

Two months ago, trying not to 
cry, | sat beside Magnum. On the 
road for several weeks, | had not 
seen him, and was unprepared 
for the visit. His legs seemed to 
have shrunk; his shoulders were 
somewhat more bony, giving him 
a gaping, storkish appearance. 
His face was ashen and lined— 
despite medication, he had not 
been sleeping well. It was hard to 
think of him as an athlete. 

He asked how | was doing; that 
passed quickly. He asked me why 
| decided to visit him. His appear- 
ance had shaken me tremendous- 
ly. What did | expect, you might 
ask. The man had been in a near- 
fatal car collision. He was lucky to 
be alive. But the man seemed to 
me to be losing vitality—and that 
was frightening. 

“I’ve got my mind on a Mag- 
num update,” | told him. ‘How 
you're doing, what’re your plans, 
how life has been treating you. An 
inspirational piece on the busi- 
ness of character—how one ele- 
vates oneself beyond pain and 
endures. Upbeat. Optimistic. 

“You know,” | said unconvinc- 
ingly, “a typical Magnum T.A. 
story.” 

Magnum didn’t take the bait. 
For one horrible moment | thought 
he might cry—and if he did, | 


might have fled. He didn’t. “I 
don’t feel very Magnum today, 
Liz. You understand.” 

We spoke in muted tones for 
10 minutes more. When | stood 
up to leave, | searched his eyes 
for a trace of the old vitality. A 
spark. Anything. | couldn't be 
sure. “Magnum,” | said, “you're 
worth a thousand of most other 
people.” | don’t know why | said 
it. | think it’s a line from The 
Great Gatsby. |t seemed appropri- 
ate at the time, and it made me 
feel better. 

| was not surprised as | 
watched Magnum T.A. emerge 
from the dressing room and walk 
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it is time for Magnum to start realizing his 
own dreams and not to dwell on what might 
have been, Liz Hunter writes. 


under his own power to the ring 
in The Baltimore Arena during the 
recent Crockett Cup Tag Team 
Tournament. As he and Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff em- 
braced at ringside, | thought back 
to the day at the hospital. It’s like- 
ly Magnum will never wrestle 
again. If he does, it seems impos- 
sible he will be able to recapture 
many of his old skills. 

That day in the hospital was 
like visiting an ancient ruin. | paid 
homage to the old Magnum, and 
prayed for his return. Perhaps that 


is what made Magnum so sad. 
When he closes his eyes he sees 
the old Magnum, the youthful war- 
rior, the ring virtuoso. But it is a 
false image, existing only in oppo- 
sition. It is an image that retains 
life the way a pressed flower 
presents the memory of a spring 
idyll. It’s like drinking nostalgia. 
For Magnum it was a troubling, 
deceiving image. 

To accomplish what he has 
(make no mistake: Magnum’s 
slow shuffle to the ring in Balti- 
more was the crowning achieve- 
ment of his life), it was necessary 
for Magnum to accept the acci- 
dent and its consequences. To 
bury the old Magnum, but never 
to relinquish the dream of a new 
one. And never—never—to lose 
the hope and determination of 
what could, of what must, be. 

That night in Baltimore, Mag- 
num T.A. answered many of our 
dreams; now it’s time for him to 
realize his own. O 
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THE INSIDER 


(Continued from page 20) 


tle the Warriors. 

Today, their shield of invincibil- 
ity has been ripped away. What 
happened? In today’s chaotic 
world, one immediately thinks of 
drugs. Did the same thing that 
took the heat off Dwight Gooden’s 
fastball and the arc off Micheal 
Ray Richardson’s jumpshot erode 
the talents of Hawk and Animal? 

The answer is a resounding 
“No!” Hawk wouldn’t take aspirin 
for his broken leg; these two are 
as anti-drug as they come. What, 
then? How has the rest of the 
wrestling world surpassed the 
meanest tag team in wrestling 
history? 

| spoke with Jim Cornette about 
this over the phone, and in be- 
tween insults, he said some 
things that made sense to me: 

“| hated them then, and | hate 
‘em now,” Cornette squeaked, 
“but | must admit, The Road War- 
riors of 1983 were as good a tag 
team as you'll ever see. In every 
sense of the word they were 
indestructable. The problem is 
with that pencil-pushing Ellering. 
He had in his possession two of 
the greatest athletes in the world. 
And they like each other, they co- 
operate. No ego clashes, no petty 
inner feuds. With that combina- 
tion, Hawk and Animal should 
never lose. 

“But Ellering can’t manage to 
find a zipper on his pants,’’ Corn- 
ette continued. ‘‘He’s useless to 
the Warriors. He imparted no 
game plan, no strategy. He let 
them into the ring and said, 
‘Okay, boys, rip heads!’ Look, pro 
wrestlers are not rocket scientists, 
but if you’re going to wrestle the 
same way time and again, sooner 
or later your opponents are going 
to catch on. 

“And a brain like mine will take 
advantage of a favorable situation. 
The Warriors are lost. They'll nev- 
er be the same. The new, re- 


vamped Midnight Express is the 
greatest tag team in wrestling to- 
day. The Road Warriors are yes- 
terday’s headlines—good for 
wrapping fish.” 
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Two months after | took a posi- 
tion at Pro Wrestling Illustrated, | 
became embroiled in a matter 
from which escape was only pos- 
sible by the transfer of a large 
sum of money from one source to 
another. Possessing neither the 
cash nor the resources to obtain 
it, | approached editor Peter King 
about a leave of absence, so that 
| might better concentrate my 
fundraising efforts (fleeing to Mexi- 
co was also under serious consid- 
eration). The next day, a check 
drawn from Peter’s personal ac- 
count in the amount | needed ap- 
peared on my desk. | was saved. 

Such is the nature of the man | 
called boss for over two years. 
Patient and generous, trusting 
and moral—somewhat of an 
anomaly in the world of big-time 
publishing. That’s all over now. 
Last week, Peter resigned. That 
he leaves an unfillable void in his 
wake is an understatement. You 
know Peter as a reserved, unflap- 
pable columnist. His simple in- 
sights are worth a dozen of my 
overdone columns. But Pete’s 
real value is behind the scenes: 
negotiating an exclusive /nside 
Wrestling interview with a belliger- 
ent manager, coordinating photog- 
raphy sessions with various grap- 
plers, mediating the half-dozen 
egos that circulate quite viciously 
sometimes at this magazine. 

He was, as Stu Saks points out 
in this issue’s “Editor's Note- 
book,” the glue that holds our 
family of magazines together. 
Without him we will survive—per- 
haps even prosper—but we will 
be poorer for the effort, deprived 
of a respected leader. Good luck, 
Pete, in all your endeavors. () 
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THIS MONTH IN... 
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ILLUSTRATED 


4 ia. © 
THE CAN-AM CONNECTION has won 
the fans’ hearts—now can they win 
THE HARTS’ belts? 
ed 


It’s the power matchup you've been 
waiting for as LEX LUGER muscles in on 
NIKITA KOLOFF 


PLUS... 
OLE ANDERSON says that “Kicking 
ARN’S butt makes me a happy man!” 
_.. Who deserves the World Class tag 
team belts, THE FANTASTICS or THE 
RPMs? .. . How high can “Birdman” 
KOKO B. WARE fly inthe WWF?...A 
“O & A” interview with NORD THE 
BARBARIAN ... Introducing 
STEVE COX 


Allthis and much more... 
in the August 1987 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW! 
60 


Featuring PWI’s exclusive color 
coverage of: 
@ WrestleMania III 
®@ Crockett Cup Tag Tourney 
@ UWF Superblast at Superdome 
® Texas Stadium Parade of Champions 


PLUS... 

MIKE VON ERICH commits suicide: 
“Now he is at peace with the Lord”... 
Eight isn’t enough as THE FOUR 
HORSEMEN take on THE 
SUPERPOWERS and THE ROAD 
WARRIORS... An exclusive “Press 
Conference” with JERRY LAWLER ... 
“The PWIPoll” and “Scouting Reports” 


Allthisand much more... 
in the September 1987 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
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BADSTREET BAND! 
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i's Hard! ts Pounding and 
it's Ready! LIMITED OFFER. 


" SONGS RECOE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE: 
ON TEON + GRAND THEFT RECORDS SEND OSOER SEN 
3 TEXAS RESIDENT ADD SALES TAX: ADD $2.50 HANDLING Sid, BOX. 154169 
e5¢ PER ‘ALBUM OR TAPE ON ALL ORDERS: IRVING, T* 75015 


—-<3e""—" 


SSS Sey 
LIMITED OFFER. MAIL TODAY! 


HULK HOGAN 


(Continued from page 37) 


A SECOND 
CHANCE TO CATCH 


“THE 


Hogan taunts Randy Savage before a lumber- 
jack match, Now that he has lost the Inter- 
continental title, Savage may be gearing up 
for another series of matches against “The 


BIG ONES” 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Ilustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1985 and 1986 
issues were the best ones we ever published. Each 
is more than 90 pages, and contains the year-end 
features PWI readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don’t be disappointed twice. Order your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


Make check or money order payable 


land send to: 
= “THE BIG ONES” 
ron ONLY $5.00 each. 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please rush me the magazines | have 
| checked below. | enclose $5.00 for each one 
| am ordering. 


| 

| 

| 

l 
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[) PWI March 1986 | 
(1985 Year-End Special) | 
] PWI March 1987 | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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(1986 Year-End Special) 


| state Zip = 


lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. | 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. | 
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Hulkster,’”’ 


Harley Race rolls out of the way 
of a Hogan elbowdrop. Race is 
among the next group of Ho- 
gan’s challengers. 


zil, Thesz battled Sailor Art Thom- 
as, and Gagne battled scientific 
standout Billy Robinson in several 
thrilling encounters. Hogan has yet 
to defend his title against a 
“clean” wrestler. By accepting the 
challenge of scientifically oriented 
wrestlers, Hogan would go a long 
way toward refuting his critics, 
who claim his title reign has been 
one-sided, and gaining the respect 
of the entire wrestling community. 
Repertoire 

Perhaps the strongest criticism 
leveled against Hulk Hogan is the 
fact that his style is extremely limit- 
ed. Indeed, viewing any series of 
Hogan matches leads one to ques- 
tion The Hulkster’s grasp of funda- 


. 


mental wrestling. His repertoire is 
familiar—an elbowsmash, a 
legdrop, and a pin is Hogan’s usu- 
al game plan. By placing himself in 
intensive training regimen with a 
wrestling coach, increasing his 
catalogue of maneuvers, and ap- 
plying that knowledge in the ming, 
the strongest criticism to his title 
reign will be nullified. 
Longevity 
Behind the legend of Hulk Ho- 
gan remains a champion whose ti- 
tle reign has lasted 342 years—a 
blink of the eye compared to his 
predecessors. In the WWF alone, 
Hogan ranks a third behind Sam- 
martino and Bob Backlund in the 
duration of championship reigns. 


In two separate reigns, Bruno de- 
fended the belt for 11 years, wres- 
tling three times as often as Ho- 
gan. Backlund’s reign, also more 
prolific than The Hulkster’s, 
spanned six years. 

There’s nothing Hogan can do 
but wait and successfully defend 
his title in order to correct the lon- 
gevity problem. Even so, however, 
Hogan’s crown has been marred 
by interruptions: six weeks here 
for a movie shoot, two there for a 
television show, a month’s vaca- 
tion—hardly the match-a-day work 
ethic of Thesz, Gagne, or 
Sammartino. 

Those who defend Hogan claim 
he has mun out of challengers. This 
is ridiculous. Because the New 
York Mets defeated the Philadel- 
phia Phillies in a four-game series 
in April, should they no longer 
have to play them in September? 
Wrestlers improve; they change 
and modulate. The Randy Savage 
Hogan barely defeated last De- 
cember will be different from the 
Savage who comes after him this 
December. The real test of a 
champion is how long the belt re- 
mains in his possession. Time is 
the final arbiter of greatness, and 
Hogan still has a way to go. 
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Despite thinking to the contrary, 
there remain many mountains for 
Hulk Hogan to conquer. New op- 
ponents—after easy money, big- 
city glory, and a shot at the title— 
flock into the WWF each day. 
Suppose Nikita Koloff or Lex Luger 
or Kevin Von Erich decide to test 
the Big Apple? There are hun- 
dreds of explosive matchups yet 
to occur. If his victory over Andre 
assured him of anything, it is a 
steady diet of hungry opponents. 
Of course, with his tremendous 
personal fortune, Hogan could re- 
tire tomorrow and never wrestle 
another day in his life. That is his 
decision to make. 

But if his excuse is that there are 
no goals left for him to obtain, 
don’t believe him. Hulk Hogan has 
barely begun. O 


restlir Rey, and KO Magazine 
just right for carrying gym equipment _ 
. They are also perfect as a 
ight bag for those short business trips _ 
you sleep over at a friend’s house. 
_ These large, 10” x 20” 12-ounce bags are made of sturdy _ 
_ cotton canvas with web handles and a self-repairing zipper. 
Vhate yeu ee is, these tote ge made for you. 


I MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


| T.V. SPORTS 
ONLY $14.95 EACH 


Box 48 

| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 

l Please send me the Official Canvas Tote Bags I’ve ordered below. | 
enclose $14.95 for each bag I've ordered. (Prices are for shipment within 
the U.S. All other countries add $3.00 per order to cover additional 
handling and shipping costs.) 


L] PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED TOTE BAG 
(Red with white logo) 
$14.95 each 


(] KO TOTE BAG 
(Royal Blue with white logo) 
$14.95 each 
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we eane ae Wear the Badge of a 
TRAIN? gy 22 


Bee DETECTIVE 


i, NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
eee + Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
> reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
+“ opportunity. Solve mysteries, bang crimi 
=>nals to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts guide you every step of the way. 


Men and women needed to work in chal 


USE 4 \enging situations, withstanding hard- 
SECRI aa ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
EQUIPMENT the latest investigative techniques using 

special law enforcement equip 
Surveillance Equipment, ment...the same equipment used 


Crimi: nolowy Kits, Badges, 
Brieicase Telephones, Leg 
Holsters, Lockpick Guns, 
Bullet-Proo! Vests, Infrared 


by the FBI, the CIA, und the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agenty,. Save up 
Wight Scopes, Rappelling tu25% and more on all equips 
mene |—Pius Much, ment, Send for free details. 
Much More Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct, 
THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training == 
Dept. VS707.P.0. Box 25750. Santa Ana, CA 92799 
] Rush me your Free “Detective” Career Kit—No salesman will call. l 


| Name Age_—_| 
| Address | 
\ City/State/Zip ___E=——_ J 


‘GET “TONS” OF MAIL} 


From Around The World! 
Year round your mail box stuffed with FREE 
§ (MAGAZINES, Books, Samples, Opportunities, 
1 etc. Years’ WORLD-WIDE service only $5.00. 
a Satisfaction quaranteed. MAILMASTERS Dept. 
' VG, BOX 465, Hewlett, N.Y. 11557. 
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American Heart Association 
WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 


PHOTO ID 
Pe enT CATON 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
Good In all States and Canada 
‘ —FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE— 
Fast Service * Moneybeck Guarantee 
SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes 
& Small Photo. 


CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 21 
2071 Emerson, Box 5200 + Jacksonville, Fl 22207 
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Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio-Masque with Salicylic Acid 


MUST CLEAR UP 


out esne 


(terms) $ 
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$5.00 EACH 
Order with Imends! 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask created for the treatment of 
acne, report their new, improved formula 
now contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA, 
tests have proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% 
effective against acne. Bio Masque with 
Salicylic Acid penetrates the skin pores to 
work 3 ways: (1) it helps dry and clear up 
blackheads and acne pimples; (2) it allows 
the skin to heal; (3) it helps keep the skin 
clear and help prevent the development of 
new acne, Youare asked to apply mask, let 
it harden, peel it off just 20 minutes later, 
skin will be noticeably clearer and more 
attractive. Bio Masque is safe and is avail- 
able without a prescription. A 4 oz. bottle 
$6.98; Special Discount: 2 bottles. $11.98. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98. 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 
Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept. PA79GF 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 


MIKE VON ERICH 


died immediately. 

Meanwhile, police and family were 
still unaware of Mike’s whereabouts, 
although they had a good idea what 
had happened. “That Saturday night, 
we found a note in Mike’s apart- 
ment,”’ said Kevin. ‘‘It basically said, 
‘Please understand. I love you all, but 
I can’t do anything right.’ Right away, 
I knew what he did, but we were all 
hoping that we’d find him before he 
did anything.” 

An intensive search began, but the 
Denton County Sheriffs Department 
had no clues as to Mike’s whereabouts 
until a citizen reported an abandoned 
car outside the park. ““We knew what 
we had,” said Capt. Alan Lewis of the 
Sheriffs office. “We found a note in 
the car which said, ‘Mom and Dad. I 
am in a better place. I’ll be watching,’ 
and sent out helicopters, boats, people 
on foot, and police dogs.” 

On Thursday morning at 9:20 a.m., 
a police dog found Mike’s body in a 
sleeping bag. Doris Von Erich, who 
was on the scene, identified her son’s 
body, and Denton County Justice of 
the Peace Hubert Cunningham pro- 
nounced Von Erich dead. Toxicologial 
reports released a week later by the 


Dallas County medical examiner’s of--- 


(Continued from page 44) 


Mike was always extremely popular with the 
fans. Being a Von Erich carried a great deal 


of responsibility. 
fice affirmed acute Placidyl intoxica- 
tion as the cause of death. 

“T think he was in pain,” said Cun- 
ningham, ‘‘and Placidyl has an effect 
that if you get real despondent, it will 
give you suicidal tendencies.” 

Over 500 friends, fans, and family 
members attended funeral services Sat- 
urday afternoon, April 18, at the First 
Baptist Church of Dallas. Mike was 
buried next to David at Grove Hill 
Cemetery. Kevin, who is currently the 
World Class heavyweight champion, 
cancelled all of his matches up to his 
May 2 title defense against Nord the 
Barbarian at Texas Stadium. “I just 
couldn’t bring myself to wrestle,” he 
said. 

A statement released by the Von 
Erich family on April 16, two days 
before Easter Sunday, said: ‘‘Mike 
loved his fans, family, and above all, 
his Lord. He was in constant pain but 
wanted so much for everyone to be 
proud of him. Please let our tragic loss 
be a positive message to kids and fam- 
ilies everywhere this Easter. Sunday, 
everyone join hands and be grateful 
that your family is together.” oO 
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DOUBLE FEATUR 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a pawer-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@ All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


—————-——-----------4 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


ets LORDS OF THE RING 
Save $15! 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please check which format you want 1 VHS CL) Beta 


Please rush me —___ 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 


City 
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| 
| 
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copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
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| 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash""—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling 


The Card At ‘“‘The Great American Bash’’: 

@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. lvan Koloff & Krusner Khrushchev 

@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

® Magnum T.A. vs, Kamala 

@ Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
Please check which format you want 1 VHS Cj Beta 


Please rush me copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 


City 


State”. Zip: == 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Eet PROFITS 


in SMALL ENGINE <7 
service and repair 7% 
Start your own money <7 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
Owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profits. 


= ’ a) 
Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be —S 
three to four weeks behind in the summer * 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 
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No experience necessary. 
You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can't go wrong. 


BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 


every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’. . . all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until 1 
Started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course." 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


right at home- we help you 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
51170 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE51170 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 / FOLEY \\ 
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' () YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
: gives full details about starting my own business in 

1 Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
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Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP. ... All at NO EXTRA COST. 
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and that no salesman will call 


Tells how you quickly Name 


{rain to be your own boss 

in a profitable Sparetime 

or Fulltime business of 

your own PLUS complete 

details on our 30-Day : 

ane ISK Tria 1 State Zip 
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Dusty Woods Entertainment 


Presents 


Only 


* ‘Dr. Death’ Steve Williams Vs. The Barbarian 


pe PR SOE EAA CE ee 
Chairs! * Hacksaw Jim Duggan & Gerry Grey Vs. 
Antonio Inoki & George Takano 


Chains! * Jimmy Snuka Vs. Kengo Kimura 
Blood! * Masked Superstar Vs. Tatsumi Fujinami 
Mayhem! * Black Tiger Vs. Shiro Koshinaka 


INRA EES ios OSE DIA CK LS ER 2 oi ee 
PLUS, Mad Maxx, Super Maxx, Badnews Allen, Dick Murdoch, 
Fujiwara AND MORE! 


ma é | 10 GRUELING BLOODY BATTLES 
Jimmy Snuka Poster © order: 
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Superior 
Video 
Quality! 
only 


00000000000 00000 SSSOOOOHOOOHOOHOHOOSOOSHSHOOO® 
With Every 


A Big Smash Hit! | Bk We GRUELING MATCHES 


JIMMY SNUKA, ANTONIO INOKI 
DICK MU! 


Never before seen in the U.S. 
* Snuka & Don Caras Vs. Kimura & Fujinami 
* Dick Murdoch Vs. Antonio Inoki 
* Chris Adams & The Jackal Vs. Kimura & Fujinami 
* Tony St. Clair Vs. Kenji Mutoh 


PLUS - Riki Choshu, The Barbarian, Hacksaw Higgins, The Samoan, Seiji 
Sakaguchi, Kerry Brown AND MORE! 


Yes, send me 


copies of World Pro Wrestling, Volume 2 


Yes, send me copies of Volume 1 Send to: Dusty Woods Entertainment | woe 
Cl | enclose $39.95 plus $3.50 shipping & handling charges oar eeloe ees i ae ee 
each. O VHS’ O Beta iladeipnia, 
O Charge it to my 0 VISA O Mastercard 
Name: 
Card No. 
Address: 
Expiration 
City; = ES Staten =e Zip: 
Signature y p 


For Fast Credit Card Orders, call (215) 537-4544 


